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STRASBURG BOROUGH COUNCIL 

AUGUST 8, 2017 

MINUTES 
 

Members Present: Mike Chiodo   Ray Garraffa 

   Jim Rice   David Dunn  

   Will Hutchinson  Bob Bennethum  

   Bruce Ryder 

    

Others Present: 

F. Steven Echternach, Chief of Police Denis J. Werdley Jr. 

Lynn Commero, Lancaster Newspapers Kelsey Werdley 

Denise Waller     Corey Werdling 

Frank Sfrisi     Ian Cannon 

Amy Keller     Jen Cannon 

Chad Babcock     Ron Zook 

Debra Kemez     Jacob Bertrand 

Paul Bertrand     Jared Ciccio 

Sarah Katz     Joel Fasnacht 

Evan Fasnacht     Don Broderick 

George Rolko     Betty Rolko 

Ed Rowlands     Debbie Good 

John Costarella    John Bachman 

Ed Rowland     Devin Keller 

Jeffrey Kauffman 
 

CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE TO THE FLAG:  Council President Mike Chiodo called 

the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m., followed by the salute to the flag. President Chiodo announced 

that the meeting is being audiotaped and maintained until the minutes are approved. The Police 

Chief took the roll call. 

 

REQUESTS TO BE HEARD:  Amy Keller was in attendance because of the enforcement 

notice she received about 12 West Main Street operating as an Airbnb.  She stated that it is in the 

C-1 Zone and brings in revenue to the town without changing the historic building.  President 

Chiodo stated it is a zoning issue and she needs to work on this through the Zoning Officer.  

Amy Keller stated that her Airbnb is different from a Bed & Breakfast because no food is served.  

Bruce Ryder stated that our Zoning Ordinance lists what can be done in a zoning district, not 

what cannot be done in a zoning district and short term rentals are not permitted.   

 

Jeffrey Kauffman asked how this use would be not allowed if it isn’t listed in our current 

ordinance.  Bruce Ryder explained that our ordinance allows for permitted uses in zoning 

districts and our ordinance does not list short-term rentals as a permitted use in her zone and that 

she should work with the Zoning Officer.  Mr. Kauffman also stated that the resident who was 

against Airbnbs at prior meetings encourages Uber on her social media and that Uber is very 

similar to Airbnb and he believes she is just trying to limit competition.    

 

John Bachman, 14 West Main Street, read a statement detailing property problems he observed 

along East and West Main Street.  He stated that Airbnb rentals are very popular and the owners  
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maintain a very high standard on their properties and are rated by their customers.  He also stated 

that Amy Keller keeps both 12 West Main Street and her own property two doors away in very 

good condition and the guests at Airbnbs spend money at our local shops.  He also stated that 

Airbnbs should not need to be owner-occupied.   

 

Don Broderick , who owns Superior Homes on Route 30, was in attendance and stated that he 

has customers who do not want to stay at regular hotels and he has referred them to Amy 

Keller’s Airbnb and he believes the regulations need to be changed to allow for Airbnbs.   

 

Paul Bertrand, 15 West Main Street, stated that he believes Airbnbs need to be allowed brings 

more business to the shops in town and is a good thing. 

 

Dennis Werdley Jr. who lives in Landisville stated that Amy Keller’s property is very well 

maintained inside and out and her Airbnb brings money to the town.   

 

Ed Rowland stated that he is a customer of Amy Keller’s barber shop and has known her for 

years and stated that she is a nice person and will take care of her property and should be allowed 

to have an Airbnb.   

 

Mike Chiodo thanked those that spoke and stated that Council is in the process of reviewing and 

studying Airbnbs.   

 

Amy Keller asked when a decision would be made and Mike Chiodo stated that Council 

continues to receive information and no timeframe to make a decision to change the ordinance or 

not has been made.  Amy Keller stated that her son is the owner of the property and he lives at 

the property.   

 

Amy Keller was advised that she needs to apply for a zoning permit because she changed the use 

of the property and that she may either have to complete the Zoning/Building Permit Application 

or apply to the Zoning Hearing Board for a Special Exception.   

 

MINUTES OF JULY 11, 2017:  A motion was made by Ray Garraffa, seconded by Jim Rice 

and passed unanimously to approve the minutes of the July 11, 2017 meeting as printed.   
 

REPORTS: 

MAYOR – Mayor Miller was not in attendance for the meeting.   

 

PRESIDENT – President Chiodo stated that the Borough’s pension fund administrator, 

PFM, provided a report and stated that the stock market is doing good.  He also stated he 

received a call from a citizen expressing their concern regarding emergency medical service 

coverage and stated that the coverage from Lancaster EMS is inadequate and we are not 

receiving sufficient coverage for our donation.   

 

MANAGER – The Borough Manager provided her written report dated August 1, 2017.  

Chief Echternach stated that the injunction court order regarding 8-10 East Main Street was 

signed today by the judge and the only change he made to what was proposed by our Solicitor 

was that we would have to file a separate motion if we wished to file for recovery of attorney’s  
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fees.  He added that our Solicitor recommends we hold off on that motion to ensure that the 

property owner follows the remainder of the order because additional solicitor fees may be 

required.   

 

POLICE – The Police Department’s report for July 2017 received and accepted.   
 

PUBLIC WORKS – The Public Works report for July 2017 was received and accepted.    
 

ZONING OFFICER – The Zoning Officer’s report for July 2017 was received and 

accepted.   

 

 

CONSENT AGENDA:  A motion was made by Jim Rice seconded by Will Hutchinson and 

passed unanimously to approve the following items on the Consent Agenda:   

PAYMENT OF BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $242,009.52 

HISTORICAL ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD CERTIFICATE OF  

 APPROPRIATENESS – 16 MILLER STREET AND 124 SOUTH DECATUR  

 STREET 

ADOPTION OF 2018 BUDGET CALENDAR 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:    

 

REVIEW AND POSSIBLE ENACTMENT OF BURNING ORDINANCE 2017-2:  Bruce 

Ryder stated that the draft ordinance was reviewed by the Solicitor and he added a section to 

allow for the recovery of reasonable attorneys’ fees at the end of Section 108.  Chief Echternach 

stated that the proposed ordinance was posted on the Borough’s website, the Police website, the 

Police Facebook page, available for public inspection at the office and advertised as required.   

 

Ian Cannon, 36 Lancaster Avenue, asked why the burning ordinance is being changed.  President 

Chiodo stated that residents have come to meetings over the last two years and asked that it be 

changed.  He stated that he was concerned that he was just hearing about the burning ordinance 

change and felt that it has been a privilege to be able to burn in town.  He also stated that he 

would have liked the Borough’s automated phone call system to be used to notify the residents of 

the proposed change.   

 

George Rolko, 30 Lancaster Avenue, asked if the Borough was going to provide space for 

residents to dispose of leaves and twigs.  Mike Chiodo stated that he uses Econ Refuse and they 

do take chopped up leaves and twigs in paper bags.   Mr. Rolko also asked if neighboring 

municipalities can still burn and Bruce Ryder stated that we do not have any control over their 

regulations but believes Strasburg Township has a similar ordinance but it may not be enforced 

very well.   

 

Mr. Cannon stated that he felt that removing the ability to burn takes away his rights, will be 

difficult to determine what is dry wood to burn in a pit and is overreaching and more like 

Manheim Township than Strasburg Borough.  He also asked if there was anything Strasburg 

Borough could do to assist homeowners with their leaves and branches.   
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Debbie Good, 51 Denlinger Avenue, stated that her neighbors have burned chairs, plastic and 

had bonfires and she needed to be transported via ambulance due to her neighbor burning leaves.   

 

Chief Echternach stated that the ordinance needed to be revised because it is not consistent with 

current Pennsylvania laws and the National Fire Code and this ordinance is a compromise 

between the residents who did not want any burning at all and those that wanted to allow 

recreational burning.   

 

A motion was made by Ray Garraffa, seconded by Jim Rice and passed unanimously to enact the 

Burning Ordinance 2017-2 which will become effective October 1, 2017.   

 

Bruce Ryder asked if the Borough Manager and Police Chief could review the option of offering 

the service to mulch branches and shrubs at the Public Works Building.  Dave Dunn offered to 

serve on a committee if needed.  Denise Waller suggested checking with the Parks Foundation to 

see if they could use the mulch.  Bruce Ryder also stated that he also has a large oak tree in his 

back yard and he mulches his leaves.   

 

NEW BUSINESS:  None.   

 

OTHER BUSINESS:  None.   

 

CITIZENS’ COMMENTS:  Denise Waller asked that when considering the public comment at 

the beginning of the meeting that Borough Council remembers that it isn’t who you are or how 

many people like you.  She also stated that she is concerned that if Borough Council allows one 

short-term rental that it opens it up to the entire town.   

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION – POLICE NEGOTIATIONS:   At 8:26 p.m., Mike Chiodo 

adjourned the regular meeting into an Executive Session to discuss police negotiations.   

 

The regular meeting was reconvened at 8:33 p.m. at which time a motion was made by Ray 

Garraffa, seconded by Will Hutchinson and passed unanimously to approve the following in 

regards to the police contract:  it will be a 3-year contract, annual raises over the three years will 

be 2.5% for 2018, 2.5% for 2019 and 3% for 2020, add the DROP to the body of the contract 

instead of an addendum and increase the shoe reimbursement to $300.00.   

 

ADJOURNMENT:  A motion was made by Jim Rice, seconded by Ray Garraffa and passed 

unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 8:34 p.m. 
  

Respectfully submitted for the Manager,  

 

 

 

F. Steven Echteranch 

Chief of Police 


