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STRASBURG BOROUGH COUNCIL 

SEPTEMBER 6, 2017 

SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 
 

Members Present: Mike Chiodo   Ray Garraffa 

   Jim Rice   David Dunn  

   Will Hutchinson  Bob Bennethum  

    

Others Present: 

Lisa M. Boyd, Borough Manager  Beth Johnson Gunnion 

Sally Reinhart 

 

CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE TO THE FLAG:  Council President Mike Chiodo called 

the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m., followed by the salute to the flag. President Chiodo announced 

that the meeting is being audiotaped and maintained until the minutes are approved. The 

Borough Manager took the roll call.  Mike Chiodo turned the meeting over to Will Hutchinson 

who volunteered to be on the Short-Term Rental Committee.   

 

REQUESTS TO BE HEARD:  Sally Reinhart of 114 East Main Street, was in attendance and 

read a letter she prepared opposing short-term rentals.  She stated that she has been a property 

owner in Strasburg for 37 years and grew up here and felt secure that she lived in a residentially-

zoned area and would not have a commercial business in her neighborhood and does not want 

Strasburg Borough to turn into the mass-commercialized town of Intercourse.  She stated that the 

AirBnBs are a business that is mostly not owner-occupied and does not have any regulations, 

inspections, required off-street parking, does not collect taxes and very offensive to neighbors.  

She is asking Council to oppose the AirBnB business.  She noted that AirBnB owners may be 

good people and well-liked in the community but that does not make this business acceptable.  

She stated that in the past there was an AirBnB two doors down from her and it made her feel 

very uncomfortable because there were strangers in and out and no off-street parking.  She also 

stated that she acknowledges that AirBnB is not a problem that is limited to Strasburg.   

 

Beth Gunnion of 126 East Main Street, stated that when the AirBnB that was operating on East 

Main Street, the multiple cars for the people staying there stretched down to in front of her 

house.  She stated that she is opposed to AirBnBs but if they are allowed, they need to have 

controls in place such as off-street parking, inspected, and limit the number of them in town.   

 

SHORT-TERM RENTALS DISCUSSION:  Will Hutchinson stated that Council is trying to 

decide how to deal with this and added that we have heard from both sides, talked with the state 

and insurance agents.  He stated that this is a new issue that everybody is dealing with and we 

want to do what is right for the Borough and the Borough residents.   

 

Will Hutchinson stated that he checked with his personal insurance and they advised him that if 

he was operating a short-term rental and something happened that they would most likely not 

cover it because in the insurance company’s view, you are operating a business.  He also stated 

that AirBnB does offer insurance that homeowners can choose to purchase.   
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Dave Dunn stated that the staff did a lot of research on how other local municipalities are 

addressing short-term rentals and previously provided their findings.   

 

Bob Bennethum stated that the ones that are owner-occupied can apply to the Zoning Hearing 

Board to become a permitted Bed & Breakfast in the appropriate zones.   

 

Mike Chiodo asked if the Short-Term Rental Committee could meet and suggest some options 

for Council to consider.  It was the consensus that the members were cautious with suggesting 

any changes to our existing ordinance because of the unknown ramifications.   

 

Will Hutchinson stated that Pennsylvania does not but New Jersey does have life hazard 

inspections which inspect schools, businesses and apartment houses for fire exits and charges a 

fee which pays for the fire official and fire prevention programs.  Will Hutchinson asked if 

apartments are inspected and the Borough Manager stated that we did not adopt that code.  Dave 

Dunn stated that hotels only receive an inspection before they can open and they are not re-

inspected.   

 

The Borough Manager reviewed the Boarding House and Bed & Breakfast sections in our 

existing Zoning Ordinance.  She also stated that our definition of “dwelling unit” is very clear 

and states that all dwelling units shall be owner-occupied or leased for periods of not less than 

one (1) continuous month.   

 

Dave Dunn stated that through his research, he found that the courts overruled municipalities 

who had a quota system in place that regulated the number of permitted short-term rentals.   

 

The Borough Manager stated that New Holland Borough’s manager stated that they are not 

changing their ordinance to allow for short-term rentals because they do not want to open up 

commercial businesses in residential areas and because short-term rentals can take over a town 

because the rent is much higher than a regular residential rental.   

 

The Borough Manager was asked to research if a local fine could be imposed on the violators.   

 

It was the consensus that this item should be placed on the next Council agenda to decide if 

Council wants to pursue a change to the Zoning Ordinance regarding short-term rentals.  The 

Committee will draft a motion to be considered at the meeting.   

 

CITIZENS’ COMMENTS:  None.   

 

ADJOURNMENT:  A motion was made by Ray Garraffa, seconded by David Dunn and passed 

unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 8:35 p.m. 
  

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

 

Lisa M. Boyd 

Borough Manager 


