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HISTORICAL ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD 

        MINUTES        

TUESDAY, JANUARY 3, 2017 

 

Members Present:   Tom Lainhoff    Steve VanOrmer 

   Dale Kaufman   Chris Lainhoff 

 

Others Present:    Christine Shipman  Sunny Raja 

   Jason & Deneen Erb  Stuart & Sheerie Berjansky 

   Tom Lamontagne  Brock Karonitz, Solar City 

   Nadine Curren 

  

CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE TO THE FLAG:  The meeting was called to order at 7:30 

p.m. by Chairman Tom Lainhoff, followed by the salute to the flag.  It was announced that the 

meeting was being audiotaped to assist in the preparation of the minutes.  Tom Lainhoff stated 

that the HARB recommendations from this meeting will be voted on at the next Borough 

Council meeting which is scheduled for January 10, 2017.   
 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None.   

 

MINUTES OF DECEMBER 6, 2016:   Dale Kaufman made a motion, seconded by Chris 

Lainhoff and passed unanimously to approve the minutes of the December 6, 2016 meeting as 

printed.   

 

144 EAST MAIN ST – Sign:  Sunny Raja, owner of 144 East Main Street, was in attendance 

and reviewed his application for a sign for the notary and tag business he is opening in the 

existing motel office.  It was the consensus of the members that they liked his Option 1.  Mr. 

Raja stated that the post will be like the one shown in the picture of Option 1 and will be made 

out of wood and the size of the sign will be what is allowed by zoning which is 13.33 square feet.  

Steve VanOrmer stressed that the sign should not be glossy or shiny and Mr. Raja stated that he 

did already tell that to his sign maker.  Mr. Raja stated that the sign will have lights shining on it 

from the ground up and the lights will only shine on the sign and will not shine in people’s eyes.  

The lights will also be hidden in the bushes and will not be able to be seen.  Mr. Raja was 

reminded that he will need to work with the Zoning Officer and Building Inspector regarding the 

placement of the sign and the size and the height of the post and sign.   

 

Dale Kaufman made a motion, seconded by Chris Lainhoff and passed unanimously to 
recommend Borough Council accept the application of Sunny Raja, owner of 144 East Main Street, 

to install a sign as submitted and detailed on his picture designated as Option 1, which is in 

accordance with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation 36 CFR 67 Standard 

Number 9.   

 

128 MILLER ST – Solar Panels on Barn:  Nadine Curren, owner of 128 Miller Street, was in 

attendance with her contractor, Brock Karonitz from Solar City and reviewed her application for 

solar panels on the barn.  Tom Lainhoff asked about the panels and Mr. Karonitz stated that these 

panels sit approximately 2-3” above the roof surface and that they are warrantied for 20-30 years. 

Mrs. Curren stated that the barn roof is at least 10 years old and Tom Lainhoff asked if the 

shingles were going to be replaced on the barn roof before they would be installing solar panels 

to which Mr. Karonitz stated that they inspected the structural aspects of the roof and they did 
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not need to be replaced yet.  When asked how the roof would be replaced in the future because if 

the panels are warrantied for 20-30 years the roof would definitely need to be replaced before the 

panels were out of warranty, Mr. Karonitz stated that it is in their contract but Solar City would 

take them off, replace the shingles while the panels are stored at their facility and then reinstall 

the panels for a small fee.  Mr. Karonitz explained the solar program and that the panels are 

installed at no cost to the homeowners and they lock in a reduced electric rate.  Mr. Karonitz 

further stated that for this program the panels can be facing north or south and that additional 

panels are being installed on other roofs but if the homeowner were actually purchasing the 

panels, for the best economic benefit they would only want them to be facing the correct 

direction.  Steve VanOrmer stated that he thought the homeowner would want the roof replaced 

prior to the solar panel installation and noted that there is nothing in the historic standards that 

the board must make decisions based on that would allow solar panels.   

 

Dale Kaufman stated that he personally was in favor of solar panels and green energy and that 

the barn is set back from the roadway and that air conditioning units are visible.  Steve 

VanOrmer stated that air conditioning units (other than window units) are reviewed by HARB 

and encouraged to be hidden.   

 

Tom Lainhoff stated that he thought solar panels on a black or dark colored roof would be less 

noticeable than solar panels on their existing green roof.   

 

Chris Lainhoff asked Mr. Karonitz if their company has a thin film solar panel or solar shingles 

available because the thin film solar panel installed on a matching color standing seam metal 

roof would make those types of solar panels barely visible.  Mr. Karonitz stated that these 

options are not available until late 2017-2018 and would be more expensive to the homeowner.   

 

Chris Lainhoff stated that he agrees with the positive impact that solar panels have on the 

environment but the duty of this board is to protect the Historic District and that homeowners 

could install solar panels where they are not visible from the roadway.   

 

Steve VanOrmer asked if they had considered ground-mounted solar panels in the back yard 

where they are not visible from the roadway and Mr. Karonitz stated that their company does not 

do ground mounted or tilted solar panels.   

 

Mrs. Curren stated that she wished to table this application so she could consider all of the 

options and discuss it with her husband who was unable to attend tonight’s meeting.   

 

214 MILLER ST – AC Unit:  Tom Lamontagne, owner of 214 Miller Street, was in attendance 

and reviewed his application for an AC unit on the East side of his house that will be hidden 

behind shrubs.   

 

Dale Kaufman made a motion, seconded by Chris Lainhoff and passed unanimously to 
recommend Borough Council accept the application of Tom Lamontagne, owner of 214 Miller 

Street, to install an air conditioning unit on the East side of the house behind shrubs, which is in 

accordance with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation 36 CFR 67 Standard 

Number 9.   
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19/21 SOUTH DECATUR ST – Replace Porch:  No one was in attendance for this application 

so it was tabled.   
 

37 EAST MAIN ST – Add Gate Across Driveway:  Stuart and Sheerie Berjansky, owners of 

37 East Main Street, were in attendance and reviewed their application to install a wooden picket 

gate across their driveway.  The gate will match the existing fence and will hang between the two 

existing posts of the existing fence.  Following discussion, to accommodate the weight load and 

eliminate the gate sagging, Mr. Berjansky may use a small outdoor wheel caster, and/or install a 

diagonal brace and/or a large strap hinge.   

 

Chris Lainhoff made a motion, seconded by Dale Kaufman and passed unanimously to 
recommend Borough Council accept the application of Stuart and Sheerie Berjansky, owners of 37 

East Main Street, to construct and install two wooden gates that will match the construction and style 

of the existing fence, which is in accordance with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 

Rehabilitation 36 CFR 67 Standard Number 9.   

 

OTHER BUSINESS:  Jason Erb, owner of 215 Miller Street, was in attendance and stated that 

they need to install an addition onto their home to accommodate his grandparents who need to 

move in as soon as possible.  He stated that they are not going to add an extra kitchen, just create 

a more open floor area that is wheelchair accessible.  The addition will be a one-story addition on 

the driveway side of their home which will be a larger living room, master bedroom, bathroom 

and additional space for the existing dining room.  The windows in the addition will match the 

existing windows and have the same spacing.  Mr. Erb stated that the existing aluminum siding 

on the main house will need to be replaced with vinyl siding, the existing vinyl replacement 

windows in the main house will need to be replaced with vinyl replacement windows and the 

existing roof will need to be re-shingled with dark or black shingles.   

 

Mr. Erb stated they are hoping the addition to be a one-story, 16’ wide by approximately 50’ 

deep addition.  He also stated that they understand they need to work with PennDOT for 

permission to move the storm drain and driveway and they have made contact with them and 

they have stated they are going to assist them with the application process. 

 

Members commended Mr. and Mrs. Erb for having such a beautiful front porch with unique 

architecture and added that the addition should be designed to complement their home.   

 

Mr. Erb’s began describing his plans for the addition and members expressed concern regarding 

the shallow roof line.  Members worked together with Mr. Erb to draw up a proposal for him to 

take to his builder with a steeper roof line and having the addition stepped back from the original 

house.  Mr. and Mrs. Erb agreed to have HARB members’ assistance in coming up with some 

plans for them to consider for the addition and gave permission to the members to go on their 

property to obtain measurements to come up with suggestions.   

 

Understanding the urgency of needing to move the process quickly due to their special 

unforeseen circumstances, it was the consensus to hold a special meeting on Monday, January 9, 

2017 at 7:30 pm to consider their application.   

  

PUBLIC COMMENT:   None.   
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ADJOURNMENT:  Tom Lainhoff made a motion, seconded by Steve VanOrmer and passed 

unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 9:15 p.m.   

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Christine D. Shipman 

HARB Secretary 


