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HISTORICAL ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD 

        MINUTES        

MONDAY, JANUARY 9, 2017 

 

Members Present:   Tom Lainhoff    Len Ferber 

Steve VanOrmer  Chris Lainhoff 

 

Others Present:    Christine Shipman  Jason & Deneen Erb   

Rick Kauffman Sr.  Rick Kauffman Jr.  

  

CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE TO THE FLAG:  The meeting was called to order at 7:30 

p.m. by Chairman Tom Lainhoff, followed by the salute to the flag.  It was announced that the 

meeting was being audiotaped to assist in the preparation of the minutes.  Tom Lainhoff stated 

that the HARB recommendations from this meeting will be voted on at the next Borough 

Council meeting which is scheduled for January 10, 2017.   
 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None.   

 

MINUTES OF JANUARY 3, 2017:   Chris Lainhoff made a motion, seconded by Len Ferber 

and passed unanimously to approve the minutes of the January 3, 2017 meeting as printed.   

 

19/21 SOUTH DECATUR ST – Replace Porch:  Rick Kauffman Jr., owner of 19/21 South 

Decatur Street, and his father, Rick Kauffman Sr., were in attendance and reviewed the 

application to remove the existing concrete porch, roof and pillars and replace with new wood 

decking on concrete footers, replace the wood pillars in kind and a new asphalt shingle roof.  

Rick Kauffman Jr. stated this is necessary because the existing porch is cracking/settling and 

pulling the roof down with it.  He also wants to remove the old concrete sidewalk leading onto 

the front porch and replace with a natural cobblestone walkway.   

 

Tom Lainhoff asked if the applicant was planning to retain the polished stone pillow blocks that 

are under the pillars that would have been part of the original porch and added that they are a 

very nice feature and would like them to be preserved.  Rick Kauffman Jr. stated that he was not 

planning on retaining them but would re-look at the design to see if they could be retained.   

 

Chris Lainhoff asked about the wooden decking and stated that he recommended a skirt/fascia be 

installed on the bottom of the porch and use a 3/8” to 1/2” bead.  In addition to being historically 

correct, this will also aid with keeping out critters.  He also suggested pre-primed tongue and 

groove mahogany porch flooring for longevity be considered for the porch floor and that he 

believed that a painted porch floor will last longer and is more appropriate for the period of his 

home and also protects better against sun and UV damage.   

 

When asked about the existing porch pillars, Rick Kauffman Jr. stated that they are in good 

structural shape but have been painted and scraped many times and he was planning to replace 

them.  Steve VanOrmer stated that the old wood actually is better quality than new wood and that 

replicating the tapered posts would be expensive to which Rick Kauffman Jr. agreed that 

considering this information, he would refinish the existing posts.   
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Tom Lainhoff stated that he and several other members live close to the project and would be 

happy and willing to take a look at the project with him to come up with ways to retain the 

original beauty of the porch.  Rick Kauffman Jr. stated he would contact them.   

 

Steve VanOrmer stated that repairing the existing porch would not require a building permit but 

completely tearing down the existing porch and then rebuilding it would require a building 

permit.  Chris Lainhoff suggested that possibly just sections of the porch need to be repaired and 

if Rick Kauffman Jr. would do some exploratory work he would be able to see the condition of 

the wood.   

 

Rick Kauffman Jr. stated that he planned to match and replace the exact detail on the crown 

moldings with wood but would check the condition of the wood and clean up and repaint the old 

original wood where possible.   

 

Rick Kauffman Jr. stated he would like to open up the underside of the porch ceiling and have it 

be a cathedral ceiling so he could hang lights on chains to light up the porch.  While discussing 

this aspect, the applicant was reminded that doing this would make the plywood visible under the 

porch and Rick Kauffman Jr. stated that he would not like that and would like to install beaded 

board sheathing to make it look better.  Chris Lainhoff stated that the original porch was 

enlarged some time ago and that opening up the underside of the porch could lead to some 

structural issues and he might not have a continuous beam across the length of the porch.   

 

Rick Kauffman Jr. asked if he could table his application to allow him to do some investigation 

into the structural components of his porch and see how much deterioration exists.  It was the 

consensus of the members to table this application at the applicant’s request.   
 

215 MILLER STREET – Addition:  Jason and Deneen Erb, owners of 215 Miller Street, were 

in attendance and reviewed their application to install an addition on the side of their home.  This 

application was discussed at the January 3, 2017 meeting under other business.  Drawings of the 

proposed addition were provided to each member for their review.  Mr. Erb stated that the trim 

and cornice will match the main house.  Mr. Erb also stated that they planned to replace the 

aluminum siding on the entire home and install vinyl siding so the whole house and addition 

would match.  Chris Lainhoff stated that it is the Board’s policy that since aluminum siding is 

not very available and the closest in-kind replacement is vinyl siding that this would be an in-

kind replacement.  Mr. Erb also stated that his existing windows are replacement windows that 

are capped in aluminum and that he was going to be replacing all of the original house windows 

in-kind to match the windows in the addition.  Chris Lainhoff stated that this is also an in-kind 

replacement windows because the existing windows are already vinyl replacement windows.   

 

Chris Lainhoff and Steve VanOrmer expressed concern regarding the addition being as wide 

across as the original house and that the addition should not overpower the existing house and 

suggested making the addition smaller.  Deneen Erb stated that the size of the addition was 

necessary to accommodate the roof pitch and their wheelchair accessible needs.   

 

Steve VanOrmer made a motion, seconded by Len Ferber and passed unanimously to recommend 

Borough Council accept the application of Jason & Deneen Erb, owners of 215 Miller Street, to 

construct an addition as submitted with the roof pitch matching the original house, the trim will 

match what is on the original house, follow the policy to allow the replacement of the aluminum 
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siding with the same size vinyl siding as an in-kind replacement, and to replace the existing vinyl 

replacement windows with vinyl replacement windows, which is in accordance with the Secretary of 

the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation 36 CFR 67 Standard Number 9.   

 

106 EAST MAIN STREET – Renovations:  Chris Lainhoff, owner of 106 East Main Street, 

was in attendance and reviewed his application for renovations in detail. The proposed 

renovations include:   

1.  Removal of the wooden louvered storm door at the front door opening. 

2.  Replace the glass panes at the top of the front door and replace with wooden panels to match 

those below (this is a mid-20
th

 century door and not original to the house). 

3.  Repair the existing louvered second floor shutters and replace the mid-20
th

 century first floor 

shutters with solid panel shutters to match those shown on the historical photograph. 

4.  Replace the k-style front gutter with a painted 5” half round galvanized gutter and smooth 

round downspout.   

5.  Remove exterior storm windows and replace with interior versions. 

6.  Replace the concrete sidewalk leading to the side addition with a brick sidewalk. 

 

Steve VanOrmer made a motion, seconded by Len Ferber to recommend Borough Council accept 

the application of Chris Lainhoff, owner 106 East Main Street, for the renovations as submitted, 

which is in accordance with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation 36 CFR 67 

Standard Number 9.  Motion carried with members Tom Lainhoff, Ferber and VanOrmer casting 

assenting votes.  Member Chris Lainhoff abstained from voting because he is the applicant.   
 

APPROVE 2016 ANNUAL HARB REPORT:  Chris Lainhoff made a motion, seconded by 

Steve VanOrmer and passed unanimously to accept the 2016 Annual HARB Report and forward 

it to Borough Council.   

 

REORGANIZATION:  Chris Lainhoff nominated Tom Lainhoff for the position of Chairman.  

Steve VanOrmer nominated Len Ferber for the position of Vice Chairman.  Hearing no other 

nominations, the appointments were made by consensus.   
 

OTHER BUSINESS:  None. 

  

PUBLIC COMMENT:   None.   

 

ADJOURNMENT:  Chris Lainhoff made a motion, seconded by Steve VanOrmer and passed 

unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 8:50 p.m.   

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Christine D. Shipman 

HARB Secretary 


