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HISTORICAL ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD 

        MINUTES       

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2017 

 

Members Present:   Tom Lainhoff    Len Ferber 

Steve VanOrmer  Dale Kaufman 

Dave Measel   Lori Troiano 
 

Others Present:    Christine Shipman  Rick Kauffman Jr.  

   Tony D’Alessandro  Robin Stermer 

   Rebecca Keeney  Warren Keeney 

   Jon Knosp 

  

CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE TO THE FLAG:  The meeting was called to order at 7:30 

p.m. by Chairman Tom Lainhoff, followed by the salute to the flag.  It was announced that the 

meeting was being audiotaped to assist in the preparation of the minutes.  Tom Lainhoff stated 

that the HARB recommendations from this meeting will be voted on at the next Borough 

Council meeting which is scheduled for February 14, 2017.   
 

WELCOME NEW MEMBER – LORI TROIANO:  Tom Lainhoff welcomed the new HARB 

member, Lori Troiano, and thanked her for her willingness to serve the community.     
 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None.   
 

MINUTES OF JANUARY 9, 2017:   Steve VanOrmer made a motion, seconded by Dale 

Kaufman and passed unanimously to approve the minutes of the January 9, 2017 meeting as 

printed.   
 

11 EAST MAIN ST – Sign:   Rebecca and Warren Keeney, new tenants for the retail shop at 11 

East Main Street, were in attendance and reviewed their application for a wooden sign that will 

be hung in front of their business.  
 

Steve VanOrmer stated that HARB does recommend a molded edge or at least a border because 

it makes the sign appear to be more historically correct.  Mrs. Keeney stated that they would 

consider that and had actually considered adding one before it was suggested.   
 

Steve VanOrmer made a motion, seconded by Dale Kaufman to recommend Borough Council 

accept the application of Rebecca Keeney, new tenants at 11 East Main Street, to construct and 

install a sign as submitted, which is in accordance with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 

Rehabilitation 36 CFR 67 Standard Number 9.  Motion carried with members Tom Lainhoff, 

VanOrmer, Kaufman, Measel and Troiano casting assenting votes. Member Ferber abstained 

from voting because he is the rental agent for the property.   
 

19/21 SOUTH DECATUR ST – Renovate Porch:  Rick Kauffman Jr., owner of 19/21 South 

Decatur Street, was in attendance and reviewed his revised application to renovate the existing 

porch.  He stated that as discussed at the last meeting, he did remove some boards from the roof 

and took photos of the interior structure.  His new work plan is to remove the existing porch roof 

and construct a new stronger roof with a cathedral ceiling with decorative rafters spaced every 16 

inches secured to a ledger board and exposed bead board on the inside.  He plans to reuse as 

many materials as possible including the columns and plinth blocks.  Steve VanOrmer advised 

Mr. Kauffman that if the porch is repaired rather than torn off completely and replaced that it 
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would not require a building permit.  Tom Lainhoff and Steve VanOrmer discussed the option of 

using random-width beaded boards on the underside of the porch to match the boards that are in 

the middle portion of the porch that was the original porch.   
 

Len Ferber made a motion, seconded by Dave Measel and passed unanimously to recommend 

Borough Council accept the application of Ricky Kauffman, owner of 19/21 South Decatur Street to 

renovate the front porch roof and pillars, to replace with new wood stained decking that will sit on 4-

5 concrete footers, reuse the original pillars and plinth blocks, and use a beaded board when possible, 

which is in accordance with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation 36 CFR 67 

Standard Number 6.   
 

1 WEST MAIN STREET – Privacy Fence:  Robin Stermer and Jon Knosp were in attendance 

representing the owner of 1 West Main Street, Nick Whiteford.  Robin Stermer stated that they 

are proposing a 6 foot high privacy fence matching the one they have to the rear of their property 

to be installed between the Creamery parking lot and 15 West Main Street and would replace the 

low picket fence in that location.  Robin Stermer stated that they are proposing the privacy fence 

because they believe 15 West Main Street is an eyesore and is deteriorating.   
 

Dale Kaufman stated that he likes the existing low picket fence.  Tom Lainhoff stated that if their 

main reason is because the property is an eyesore, those issues can be addressed through the 

Borough property maintenance.  Robin Stermer provided photographs of some of the exterior 

problems with the property at 15 West Main Street which include missing and/or falling off 

shutters, the wall bowing out and the wall deteriorating close to the ground.  Mr. Knosp stated 

that he was one of the people that had a tour of the inside of the building and it is in bad shape.   
 

Tony D’Alessandro stated that the property at 15 West Main Street has a historic easement on it 

through the Historic Preservation Trust.  He stated that he was part of the group that originally 

restored that property and believes it is a beautiful structure and one of the oldest in town and 

that a privacy fence would block the building.  Tom Lainhoff stated that hiding the problem 

makes it harder to see the problem and have it get repaired.  Tom Lainhoff agreed to work with 

Tony D’Alessandro to work through the Historic Preservation Trust easement to have the 

property at 15 West Main Street repaired.  They will contact the Borough if necessary to seek to 

pursue the property maintenance ordinance if necessary.   
 

Considering the plans to have the property at 15 West Main Street repaired, Robin Stermer 

agreed to withdraw their application for a privacy fence at this time.   
 

OTHER BUSINESS:  None. 

  

PUBLIC COMMENT:   None.   
 

ADJOURNMENT:  Lori Troiano made a motion, seconded by Dale Kaufman and passed 

unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 8:10 p.m.   
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

Christine D. Shipman 

HARB Secretary 


