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HISTORICAL ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD 

        MINUTES 

TUESDAY, JUNE 6, 2017 

 

Members Present:   Tom Lainhoff    Dale Kaufman 

Lori Troiano   Steve VanOrmer 
 

Others Present:    Christine Shipman  Jacob C. Bertrand 

   Michael J. Bertrand  Paul Bertrand 

   Andrew Nauman  Jason Erb  

   Jon Knosp 

     

CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE TO THE FLAG:  The meeting was called to order at 7:30 

p.m. by Chairman Tom Lainhoff, followed by the salute to the flag.  It was announced that the 

meeting was being audiotaped to assist in the preparation of the minutes.  Tom Lainhoff stated 

that the HARB recommendations from this meeting will be voted on at the next Borough 

Council meeting which is scheduled for June 13, 2017.   
 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None.   
 

MINUTES OF MAY 2, 2017:   Dale Kaufman made a motion, seconded by Lori Troiano and 

passed unanimously to approve the minutes of the May 2, 2017 meeting as printed.   
 

43 EAST MAIN ST – Change the shiplap siding on the addition to German clapboard to 

match the rest of the house:  Andrew Nauman, owner of 43 East Main Street, was in 

attendance and reviewed his application to change the shiplap siding on the addition on the 

northeast corner of the house to German clapboard siding to match the rest of the house.  Mr. 

Nauman reviewed the process he has taken to paint both sides of the wood with a good oil-based 

primer and then apply the paint and was praised by the members for doing such a thorough job 

that will last a long time.   

 

A motion was made by Dale Kaufman, seconded by Steve VanOrmer and passed unanimously to 

recommend Borough Council accept the application of Andrew & Shelby Nauman, owners of 43 

East Main Street to change the shiplap siding on the addition on the northeast corner of the house to 

German clapboard siding to match the rest of the house, which is in accordance with the Secretary of 

the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation 36 CFR 67 Standard Number 9.  

 

15 WEST MAIN ST – Signs and remove porch rail/install ADA access ramp:  Michael 

Bertrand, Jacob Bertrand and Paul Bertrand, for The Smokestack LLC, owner of 15 West Main 

Street, were in attendance and reviewed their application to replace the existing sign over the 

door with one the same size that is made of wood and will have the lettering burned into it, to 

install an additional sign on a post similar to the Winery’s sign that will also be made of wood 

and will have the lettering burned into it, to remove a section of the porch railing and install an 

ADA access ramp, and to do in-kind repairs.  Michael Bertrand stated that the sign on the post 

will have a single additional hanger on it that they will change to indicate the special or to 

advertise one of their products such as brisket, pulled pork or ribs.  The ramp will be made of 

wood.   

 

Tom Lainhoff reminded the applicants that there is a Historic Preservation Trust easement on the 

façade of the property and that they also need their permission.  Michael Bertrand stated that he 
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was aware of the façade easement and has been attempting to contact the Trust and has not had 

much luck but recently obtained a phone number for one of their board members.   

 

Christine Shipman also stated that the applicants are aware that they also need approvals from 

the Zoning Hearing Board for the use because of not enough parking and for the additional sign.  

She noted that the Zoning Hearing is scheduled to be held on June 19, 2017.   

 

Tom Lainhoff suggested, if approved by the Historic Preservation Trust, to keep the porch rail 

section stored safely somewhere such as in the attic for possible future use.   

 

Michael Bertrand was unsure if the ramp would need a railing and was not sure what style he 

would like to use if one were required so it was agreed if the Building Code requires it to have a 

rail that he would come back to a future meeting.   

 

A motion was made by Dale Kaufman, seconded by Lori Troiano and passed unanimously to 

recommend Borough Council accept the application of The Smokestack LLC, owners 15 West Main 

Street to install the signs and to remove the porch rail and install an ADA access ramp as applied, 

which is in accordance with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation 36 CFR 67 

Standard Number 9.  

 

215 MILLER ST – Pool and deck:  Jason Erb, owner of 215 Miller Street, was in attendance 

and reviewed his application to complete the construction of an above-ground swimming pool 

and deck.  He stated that the deck will be on the street side of the pool and he plans to install 

lattice on the pool skirting and he believed the railing around the deck was 36”.  It was noted that 

they began putting up the pool without a permit.  Mr. Erb did not have written plans for the pool 

or deck because it is a used pool and deck that was given to them that is being relocated to their 

property. 

 

Tom Lainhoff stated that the deck railing height will be regulated by the Building Code.  He 

asked Mr. Erb if he would consider having the pool in his back yard but Mr. Erb stated that it is 

too wet in the back yard and that his neighbors have problems with the concrete deteriorating 

around their in-ground pool and he did not wish to lose his view of the farmland.  Tom Lainhoff 

noted that he did not anticipate similar problems with the soggy ground damaging the pool 

because this is an above-ground pool.   

 

Steve VanOrmer asked if Mr. Erb would consider installing a 6’ wooden fence to hide the pool 

to which Mr. Erb stated that he would be in favor of that and that it also gives them privacy and 

that he would want it close to the pool and to extend from the edge of their property straight 

across to the driveway.  Dale Kaufman suggested softening the fence with plantings, to which 

Mr. Erb agreed.  Steve VanOrmer asked if Mr. Erb preferred a picket fence or a dog-eared fence 

and Mr. Erb stated that he would probably use a dog-eared fence.  Steve VanOrmer stated that it 

should be stained opaque white to match the trim of the house.   

 

Tom Lainhoff stated that he was uncomfortable with approving the application because we do 

not have drawings or plans.   

 

A motion was made by Dale Kaufman and seconded by Lori Troiano to recommend Borough 

Council accept the application of Jason and Deneen Erb, owners of 215 Miller Street for the above-
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ground pool and deck in its existing location and to install a 6’ wooden dog-eared privacy fence next 

to the pool that will extend from the property line to the driveway, which is in accordance with the 

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation 36 CFR 67 Standard Number 9. Motion 

carried with members Kaufman, VanOrmer and Troiano casting assenting votes.  Member Lainhoff 

cast a dissenting vote.   

 

1 WEST MAIN ST – Exhaust vent:  Jon Knosp, contractor for the owners of 1 West Main 

Street, was in attendance and reviewed his application to put a hole in the brick wall on the East 

side of the Creamery and install an exhaust vent.  He brought the exhaust vent for the members 

to see, which is 10 ½” X 13”, has louvers and can be painted.  Mr. Knosp stated that an exhaust 

vent is necessary in that area because of the heat generated by the waffle cone irons.  He stated 

that he reviewed all options for the property and this is the best solution to the heat problem and 

have installed a similar one that vents out the back of the building and it works well.   

 

Tom Lainhoff offered to look at the project with Mr. Knosp to see if there are any other options 

available.  Mr. Knosp agreed to table his application and to meet with Tom Lainhoff at the site to 

review any other potential options.   

 

A motion was made by Steve VanOrmer, seconded by Dale Kaufman passed unanimously to 

table the application for the exhaust vent at 1 West Main Street.   

 

OTHER BUSINESS:  Tom Lainhoff asked Christine Shipman to provide an update regarding 

the property maintenance violations at 54 West Main Street and 8-10 East Main Street.  She 

stated that the Property Maintenance Inspector is working with the owner of 54 West Main Street 

and they have already begun to address some of the items in his letter.  She also stated that the 

Property Maintenance Inspector is working with the Borough Solicitor regarding future steps for 

8-10 East Main Street which include 8 East Main Street being condemned and this issue may be 

discussed at the next Borough Council meeting to discuss how to proceed with having the 

necessary repairs completed.   

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:   Michael Bertrand provided photographs of a sign that was recently 

installed at the Creamery which state “Parking for Strasburg Creamery Patrons Only – All others 

will be towed at vehicle owner’s expense.”  Mr. Knosp was still in attendance and stated that this 

is a temporary sign.  Christine Shipman advised him that it does need a Zoning Permit for the 

temporary sign and that a temporary sign can only be up for 30 calendar days per year.  Mr. 

Knosp will have the owners apply for the permit.  
 

ADJOURNMENT:  Dale Kaufman made a motion, seconded by Steve VanOrmer and passed 

unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 9:00 p.m.   
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Christine D. Shipman 

HARB Secretary 


