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HISTORICAL ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD 

        MINUTES       

WEDNESDAY, JULY 5, 2017 

 

Members Present:   Tom Lainhoff    Len Ferber 

Dale Kaufman   Lori Troiano 

Steve VanOrmer  Dave Measel 

Chris Lainhoff 
 

Others Present:    Christine Shipman  Paul Bertrand 

   Michael J. Bertrand  Jared Circio 

   Kevin Adams   Jeremy Peifer 

   Jon Knosp 

     

CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE TO THE FLAG:  The meeting was called to order at 7:30 

p.m. by Chairman Tom Lainhoff, followed by the salute to the flag.  It was announced that the 

meeting was being audiotaped to assist in the preparation of the minutes.  Tom Lainhoff stated 

that the HARB recommendations from this meeting will be voted on at the next Borough 

Council meeting which is scheduled for July 11, 2017.   
 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None.   
 

MINUTES OF JUNE 6, 2017:   Len Ferber made a motion, seconded by Dale Kaufman and 

passed unanimously to approve the minutes of the June 6, 2017 meeting as printed.   
 

144 & 148 EAST MAIN ST – Renovations:  Prospective buyers of these properties, Kevin 

Adams and Jeremy Peifer, were in attendance and stated that they are hoping to purchase the 

property in the middle of August and wanted to introduce themselves and discuss some future 

renovations they would like to do at the property.  The improvements include:  adding to the 

back of the roof to fix the water that collects on the flat roof, install updated heating and cooling 

systems in each room and remove the existing air conditioners that hang out the back, install new 

windows in the rear of the rooms, replace the exterior signs to reflect the new name and to paint 

the exterior to freshen up the look.  They stated that they are currently in the hospitality business 

and intend to do a good job with this property to increase business.  Chris Lainhoff suggested 

they pursue inexpensive pencil drawings from an architect to show what they plan to do with the 

roof to be reviewed at a future meeting before spending a lot of money on plans.  Steve 

VanOrmer reminded the applicants that the members of HARB are a resource and are willing to 

meet individually with them to brainstorm ideas.   

 

Chris Lainhoff asked what plans they had for 148 East Main Street and Mr. Adams and Mr. 

Peifer stated that they do not intend to make any changes to it.   

 

Window types were discussed and Chris Lainhoff suggested utilizing small paned, 6 over 6 

simulated divided light windows with an adhered grid on the inside and outside and to install 

some trim around the outside of the window.  It was also suggested for them to place the main 

A/C unit in a discrete location and/or to put some bushes or fence around it.   
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The applicants were in agreement with their application being tabled at this time to allow them to 

come back to a future meeting with more detailed plans for the roof, windows, sign and A/C unit.  

They were advised that painting is not regulated by HARB.   

 

Chris Lainhoff made a motion to table the application of Kevin Adams and Jeremy Peifer, 

prospective owners of 144 and 148 East Main Street, to allow them to come back to a future 

meeting with more detailed plans.   

 

15 WEST MAIN ST – Replace porch light:  Michael Bertrand and Paul Bertrand, for The 

Smokestack LLC, owner of 15 West Main Street, were in attendance and reviewed their 

application to replace the existing porch light with a Pennsylvania Railroad lantern that will be 

electrified.  They provided photographs of the location and brought the lantern to the meeting.   

 

A motion was made by Dale Kaufman, seconded by Lori Troiano and passed unanimously to 

recommend Borough Council accept the application of The Smokestack LLC, owners of 15 West 

Main Street to replace the porch light with a Pennsylvania Railroad lantern that will be wired for an 

electric light as applied, which is in accordance with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 

Rehabilitation 36 CFR 67 Standard Number 9.  

 

54 WEST MAIN ST – Remove shutters:  Prior to the meeting, the applicants advised that they 

were unable to attend the meeting and requested the application be tabled and that they anticipate 

attending the September 5, 2017 meeting.  The Property Maintenance Inspector provided a report 

that the violations are not health and safety violations so it is not necessary to have the shutters 

removed prior to the meeting.   

 

A motion was made by Chris Lainhoff, seconded by Dave Measel and passed unanimously to 

table the application for 54 West Main Street.   
 

1 WEST MAIN ST – Exhaust vent:  Jon Knosp, contractor for the owners of 1 West Main 

Street, was in attendance and reviewed his application to put a hole in the brick wall on the East 

side of the Creamery and install an exhaust vent.  As discussed at the last meeting, Tom Lainhoff 

and Chris Lainhoff did meet with Mr. Knosp at the property to review the proposal.  

 

Tom Lainhoff stated that he is recommending duct work be installed and run the exhaust vent out 

the rear of the building where it is not prominently visible.  He also stated that he was concerned 

that the hole in the wall destroys the building.    

 

Jon Knosp stated that the ceiling in that location is approximately 9 feet high and the duct work 

box would extend down approximately 10 inches.  He was concerned with running the duct work 

in this location because it runs through the existing Candy Kitchen and there is duct work on one 

side and electric conduit in the middle.  He also stated that the duct work cannot go into the 

basement because there are pipes below the waffle cone cooking area.  He stated that he 

reviewed this project with other contractors and this is the only way it can be done.   

 

Steve VanOrmer suggested that the vent be painted the same color as the bricks to blend in if it 

needs to come out on the North Decatur Street side of the building.  He also stated that he 

believed this was a minimal intrusion, is reversible and does not destroy the building.   
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Dale Kaufman stated that air conditioning units and electric wiring is allowed in the Historic 

District and it is his opinion that this vent should be allowed.  

 

Lori Troiano asked if the vent could be made with iron grates to match the other iron grates on 

that side of the building instead of the modern-looking louvers to which Mr. Knosp stated it 

could not.   

 

Len Ferber stated that he believes the contractor is very qualified and researched the project with 

other professionals, the vent is paintable and needs to be installed for health reasons, the wall can 

be repaired and restored and the vent should be allowed to be installed in the location the 

applicant is proposing.   

 

Chris Lainhoff stated that he believes there are other ways to vent the heat from the waffle irons 

that would be less intrusive.   

 

A motion was made by Steve VanOrmer, seconded by Dale Kaufman to recommend Borough 

Council accept the application of Nick Whiteford, owner of 1 West Main Street to install a 10 ½” x 

13” louvered vent on the North Decatur Street side of the building as applied and that the vent should 

be painted a color to blend in with the bricks, which is in accordance with the Secretary of the 

Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation 36 CFR 67 Standard Numbers 8 and 9. Motion carried with 

members Ferber, Kaufman, VanOrmer and Measel casting assenting votes.  Members Chris 

Lainhoff, Tom Lainhoff and Troiano cast dissenting votes.   

 

Tom Lainhoff stated that the applicant did not consult with any historic preservation contractors 

for their suggestions. 

 

Len Ferber stated it is his opinion that Mr. Knosp’s credentials are impeccable and he respects 

Mr. Knosp’s opinion and he has done a lot of good work on the property in the past.   

 

OTHER BUSINESS:  Tom Lainhoff asked Christine Shipman to provide an update regarding 

the property maintenance violation at 8-10 East Main Street.  She stated that 8 East Main Street 

has now been condemned and the Borough Manager is working with the Property Maintenance 

Inspector and the Borough Solicitor on an injunction.   

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:   None.   
 

ADJOURNMENT:  Chris Lainhoff made a motion, seconded by Dale Kaufman and passed 

unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 9:00 p.m.   
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Christine D. Shipman 

HARB Secretary 


