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HISTORICAL ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD 

        MINUTES       

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 2016 

 

Members Present:   Tom Lainhoff    Len Ferber 

Beth Gunnion   Dave Measel 

Chris Lainhoff (7:43 pm) 

 

Others Present:    Christine Shipman  Cliff Carter 

   Brian McNamara  Rich Morrison 

   Sharon McNamara  Scott Stauffer 

  

CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE TO THE FLAG:  The meeting was called to order at 7:30 

p.m. by Chairman Tom Lainhoff, followed by the salute to the flag.  It was announced that the 

meeting was being audiotaped to assist in the preparation of the minutes.  Tom Lainhoff stated 

that the HARB recommendations from this meeting will be voted on at the next Borough 

Council meeting which is scheduled for September 13, 2016.   
 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  Sharon McNamara, prospective tenant for 11 East Main Street, was in 

attendance and provided a concept plan for her sign.  It was the consensus of the members that 

they liked the material and design of the sign as she proposed.  She will be working with the 

Zoning Officer to confirm the maximum allowed size and will come back to next months’ 

HARB meeting for official action.  She may consider applying for a temporary sign permit 

through the Zoning Officer to have something up in advance of the opening of the business.   

 

MINUTES OF JULY 26, 2016:   Len Ferber made a motion, seconded by Beth Gunnion and 

passed unanimously to approve the minutes of the July 26, 2016 meeting as amended.   

 

8-10 EAST MAIN ST – Repointing and remove side entrance exterior door and shed on the 

rear West side of the building:  Cliff Carter, owner of 8-10 East Main Street, together with his 

contractors, Rich Morrison and Scott Stauffer, were in attendance and reviewed their application 

for spot repointing.  Mr. Carter stated that after they investigated the side entrance door, it was 

discovered that it is incorporated more into the structure than they thought and he changed his 

mind and is keeping it as it is and only replacing the small metal roof on it in kind.   

 

Tom Lainhoff stated that this is a very important building to Strasburg and is thankful that they 

are working to repair it.   

 

Tom Lainhoff stated he was concerned because in the past Portland cement has been used for 

repointing and that it is visible where it was used because in those places the bricks have fallen 

apart but the Portland frame remains.  Rich Morrison stated that he is the masonry contractor for 

the job and he has had about 5 years’ experience with using lime mortar and has done historic 

repointing in places such as Washington DC and Avondale.  Mr. Morrison asked what mortar 

color he should use because there has been so much spot repointing done on the building with 

different colors in addition to the Portland.  It was the consensus of the members that he should 

match the majority color which is the Portland color.  Mr. Morrison reviewed his technique with 

the board and they were very impressed with his knowledge and are hoping for a quality 

repointing job.  Chris Lainhoff reviewed the grinding technique of grinding in the middle of the 
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mortar joint and using a hand tool to pop out the remaining mortar (not grinding the bricks) and 

Mr. Morrison agreed with his directions.  

 

As required by the repointing permit, Mr. Morrison will complete a sample repointing area for 

the Board to approve prior to continuing with the project on the East wall where he already 

began grinding out the mortar.   

 

Tom Lainhoff explained to Mr. Carter that since he is now proposing to keep the side entrance 

shed and replace the roof in kind, the projects are pre-approved activities and no motion is 

necessary tonight.  Appropriate permits will be prepared by the staff and available for him to 

pick up in the office tomorrow.   

 

Speaking as Heritage Society Members, Tom and Chris Lainhoff asked if they were removing 

any of the interior features such as the second floor fireplace, woodwork and staircase.  Cliff 

Carter was very agreeable to discuss this and stated that the woodwork and staircase are 

remaining but the second floor fireplace and chimney breast needs to be removed due to 

structural reasons.  Chris Lainhoff asked if Mr. Carter would be willing to allow him to photo 

document these features and Mr. Carter stated that they were welcome to come in any time.   

 

OTHER BUSINESS:  None. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:   None.   

 

ADJOURNMENT:  Chris Lainhoff made a motion, seconded by Beth Gunnion and passed 

unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 p.m.   

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Christine D. Shipman 

HARB Secretary 


