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STRASBURG BOROUGH COUNCIL 

AUGUST 13, 2019   

                                                       MINUTES 
 

Members Present: Mike Chiodo   David Dunn 

   Jim Rice   Will Hutchinson     

   H. Dale Spaulding  Bob Bennethum  
 

Others Present: 

Bruce Ryder, Mayor     Lynn Commero, LNP 

Lisa M. Boyd, Borough Manager  John Mroz 

F. Steven Echternach, Police Chief  Frank Pellicore 

Ed Zalewski, Public Works Director  Rick Wentz 

Tim Rineer, Public Works Asst. Director Fred Shupp 

Wayne Breneman, Public Works Operator Scott Weichler 

Claudia Shank, McNees Law 
  

CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE TO THE FLAG:  Council President Mike Chiodo called 

the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m., followed by the salute to the flag. President Chiodo announced 

that the meeting is being audiotaped and maintained until the minutes are approved. The 

Borough Manager took the roll call.   
 

REQUESTS TO BE HEARD:  None. 
 

MINUTES OF JULY 9, 2019:  A motion was made by Dave Dunn, seconded by Jim Rice and 

passed unanimously to approve the minutes of the July 9, 2019 meeting as printed.   
 

REPORTS:   

MAYOR – Mayor Ryder had nothing to report.   
 

PRESIDENT – President Chiodo stated that this morning he, Steve Echternach and Lisa 

Boyd met with John Stoltzfus and Ivan Fisher from the Strasburg Fire Company to discuss their 

concerns regarding the Paradise Township Workers Compensation Invoice.  President Chiodo 

stated that, as allowed by law, the Borough invoiced Paradise Township for their portion of 

Strasburg Fire Company’s Workers’ Compensation Insurance and they owe us approximately 

$16,000 for prior years’ invoices.  He added that they are going to try to talk to Paradise 

Township to see if a resolution can be reached.   
 

MANAGER – The Borough Manager’s written report for July 2019 was received and 

accepted.  She added that all of the sinkhole expenses, except for the Solicitor’s expenses, can be 

paid from the State Highway Aid Fund.  Will Hutchinson and Bob Bennethum stated that they 

visited the sinkhole site and that the problem was handled quickly and efficiently.   
 

POLICE – The Police Department’s report for July 2019 was received and accepted.  
 

PUBLIC WORKS – The Public Works report for July 2019 was received and accepted.   
 

ZONING OFFICER – The Zoning Officer’s report for July 2019 was received and 

accepted.   
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CONSENT AGENDA:  A motion was made by Dale Spaulding, seconded by Bob Bennethum 

and passed unanimously to approve the following items on the Consent Agenda:    

PAYMENT OF BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $197,784.29 

 HISTORICAL ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD CERTIFICATE OF  

  APPROPRIATENESS – 316 MILLER STREET 

 APPROVAL OF STRASBURG FIRE POLICE TO ASSIST AT THE SOLANCO FAIR  

  PARADE 

 ADOPTION OF 2020 BUDGET CALENDAR 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:   
 

STRASBURG COMMONS PHASE 2 – CONSIDERATION OF AGREEMENT FOR 

MUNICIPAL LI8QUID FUELS TAX REIMBURSEMENT:   Claudia Shank, representing 

Charter Homes, was in attendance and stated that, as they did with Phase 1, Charter Homes 

would like to pave the streets in Phase 2 in September or October and do an agreement with the 

Borough that if the streets don’t get on PADOT’s list in time for liquid fuels reimbursement for 

winter maintenance purposes, that Charter will provide the same amount to the Borough.  

 

A motion was made by Dale Spaulding, seconded by Will Hutchinson and passed unanimously 

to authorize the Borough Solicitor to advertise and take the other necessary steps for Borough 

Council to consider the enactment of an ordinance at its October 8, 2019 regular meeting to 

accept dedication of the remaining portion of Old Post Lane located in Phase 1 of Strasburg 

Commons and all of the streets located in Phase 2 of Strasburg Commons subject to the 

conditions that the Borough shall not be required to accept dedication of such streets unless (i) all 

documentation as deemed necessary or appropriate by the Borough (including but not limited to 

a liquid fuels tax reimbursement agreement) is submitted in a timely fashion and acceptable to 

the Borough Manager and the Borough Solicitor, (ii) the streets are acceptable to the Public 

Works Department and the Borough Engineer, (iii) the Ordinance is officially enacted by 

Borough Council and becomes effective in accordance with the provisions of the Borough Code, 

and (iv) Charter Homes agrees to reimburse the Borough for all engineering and legal fees 

related to these street dedications and added that this Motion shall not be deemed to limit or 

affect the discretion which Borough Council has concerning the acceptance of dedication of 

streets.   

 

NEW BUSINESS:   
 

PLOWING OF STATE ROADS DISCUSSION:   Tim Rineer stated that the plowing 

agreement states that we have equipment to handle all emergencies that arise during a snow 

situation.  He stated that he does not believe that we have enough equipment to handle the 

situation properly, noting that we have a 2008 dump truck and three pickup trucks.  He stated 

that this agreement renews every five years and that he previously brought up his concerns in 

2014.  The Public Works Department would like Borough Council to consider not renewing the 

agreement, therefore having PADOT plow the state roads.  Tim Rineer stated that they have to 

drive faster to plow the snow because our equipment is smaller and residents complain about 

their speed.  He also stated that most municipalities do not plow the state roads.  Jim Rice stated 

that people also complain about the speed of the PADOT trucks.  Ed Zalewski also stated that 

approximately $5,500-$6,000 was recently spent to repair the dump truck because it is worn out  
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from plowing and it is not scheduled to be replaced until 2026.  Tim Rineer also stated that we 

would have extra municipal roads to plow when the Charter Homes Development is accepted.  

He also noted that plowing the state roads delays the plowing of our developments because the 

state roads are a priority.  Tim Rineer also noted that Wayne Breneman is also responsible to 

clear the sidewalks at the Office.   

 

Chief Echternach is concerned that there would be a delay for the state to cinder an icy 

intersection deemed a safety concern by one of his officers.  He asked if the police have a public 

safety concern if our Public Works Department would still salt and cinder those areas.  The 

Public Works employees stated that they would still salt and cinder as requested, noting that they 

are concerned with plowing.   

 

Bob Bennethum stated that our Public Works employees have worked long hours in the past to 

try to get the entire town plowed and that we are losing money by entering into the contract to 

plow our state roads.   

 

Ed Zalewski stated the state trucks are already going through town to travel to plow other 

municipalities but now they are lifting their plows or turning around.   

 

The Borough Manager distributed and reviewed a spreadsheet showing plowing overtime and 

materials compared to the amount budgeted and received from the state.   

 

A motion was made by Dale Spaulding, seconded by Will Hutchinson and passed unanimously 

to have PADOT plow the state roads in the Borough for the next five years.   

 

The members expressed their appreciation for the work that the Public Works Department does 

for the town.   

 

CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION 2019-6 TO DECLARE AN EMERGENCY FOR 

PROCUREMENT PURPOSES REGARDING SINKHOLE REPAIR AT 405 HISTORIC 

DRIVE:  A motion was made by Jim Rice, seconded by Dave Dunn and passed unanimously to 

adopt Resolution 2019-6 to declare an emergency for procurement purposes regarding the 

sinkhole repair at 405 Historic Drive.   

 

GENERAL FUND PROJECTION AND THREE-YEAR BUDGET:  The Borough Manager 

reviewed her General Fund Projection and Three-Year Budget Memorandum.  The Police Chief 

stated that he and the Borough Manager proposed one option in the memorandum but are 

recommending not sending any money to the Pension Unfunded Liabilities or paying the rest of 

the donations until closer to the end of the year to see a truer projected ending balance because of 

the pending litigation.  Mike Chiodo stated that it is our desire to honor our donation obligations 

to our local organizations.  Bruce Ryder stated that the library is in a different position than the 

other organizations because they rely on the donation to assist with their paid staff and if we are 

unable to fulfill the remaining donation that it may have an impact on their ability to keep the 

doors open on the existing schedule.  Mike Chiodo stated that Fire Department representatives 

also asked him about the remainder of their donation.   
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Bruce Ryder stated that the Borough does need the $16,000 owed by Paradise Township for 

Workers’ Compensation Insurance and believes that a plan should be developed on how to 

approach Paradise Township.  The Borough Manager stated that Strasburg Fire Company is 

concerned that if we press Paradise Township for these funds that Paradise Township may 

change the fire company running districts and only have Paradise Fire Companies respond first 

due to calls in Paradise Township.  Chief Echternach stated that if Paradise Township 

Supervisors make the decision to remove Strasburg Fire Company from the first due to the 

portion of Paradise Township that they currently serve that they will be making a political 

decision to the detriment to the safety of the citizens of Paradise Township.  Mike Chiodo noted 

that the approximate $4,000 per year that Paradise Township has not been reimbursing us could 

be more General Funds available for the Fire Department or any other organization.  The 

Borough Manager noted that if Paradise Township takes over this area that their Workers’ 

Compensation Insurance premium would increase.   

 

OTHER BUSINESS:  Chief Echternach stated that in light of the Borough Manager’s 

upcoming vacation, he was asked to be a contact with the Solicitor regarding the Video Gaming 

Litigation and distributed a proposal submitted by Rutter’s to our Solicitor for the members to 

review.   

   

CITIZENS’ COMMENTS:  None.   

 

ADJOURNMENT:  A motion was made by Jim Rice, seconded by Bob Bennethum and passed 

unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 8:15 p.m. 

  
Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

 

Lisa M. Boyd 

Borough Manager 


