
 

2020-15 

STRASBURG BOROUGH COUNCIL 

JUNE 9, 2020 

MINUTES 

 
Members Present: Mike Chiodo   Ray Garraffa 

   Jim Rice   David Dunn (via Zoom)    

   Bob Bennethum (via Zoom) Dale Spaulding (via Zoom) 

 

Others Present: 

Bruce Ryder, Mayor    Lisa M. Boyd, Borough Manager   

F. Steven Echternach, Police Chief  Lynn Commero, Lancaster Newspaper 

Scott Weichler 

   

CALL TO ORDER:  Council President Mike Chiodo called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m., 

followed by the salute to the flag. The Borough Manager took the roll call.  Due to COVID-19 

and during this emergency declaration, it was noted that this meeting was being held with some 

members participating via Zoom, which is in accordance with Act 15 of 2020 which states that a 

physical quorum is not required but a quorum is still required which includes members 

participating remotely.   

 

REQUESTS TO BE HEARD:  None 

 

MINUTES OF MAY 12, 2020:  A motion was made by Jim Rice, seconded by Ray Garraffa 

and passed unanimously to approve the minutes of the May 12, 2020 meeting as printed.   

 

REPORTS:    
 

MAYOR – Mayor Ryder stated that he has been working with the Borough Solicitor 

regarding the proposed Zoning Amendment and expects to have something for the Council to 

review at the next meeting.   

 

PRESIDENT – President Chiodo stated that there have been significant stock market 

fluctuations recently and when he checked today, Standard and Poor is only showing a .73% 

decrease.   

 

MANAGER – The Borough Manager’s written report for May 2020 was received and 

accepted.  She added that the Zoning Hearing Applicant for 141 East Main Street will be 

amending their plan at the hearing to remove the parking space variance because they are adding 

requests to install a parking lot to the rear of the property.  She added that she had other items 

that will be discussed under Other Business.   

 

POLICE – The Police Department’s report for May 2020 was received and accepted.   

 

PUBLIC WORKS – The Public Works report for May 2020 was received and accepted.   

 

ZONING OFFICER – The Zoning Officer’s report for May 2020 was received and 

accepted.   



 

2020-16 

 

CONSENT AGENDA:  A motion was made by Ray Garraffa, seconded by Jim Rice and passed 

unanimously to approve the following items on the Consent Agenda:   

PAYMENT OF BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF $206,649.91 

HISTORICAL ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD CERTIFICATES OF  

APPROPRIATENESS – 2 MILLER STREET, 236 MILLER STREET, 309  

MILLER STREET, 122 EAST MAIN STREET, AND 30 WEST MAIN STREET 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:   
 

AWARD 2020 PAVING PROJECT BID – COPPERSMITH (TOP) AND PUTNAM 

CIRCLE:   The 2020 Paving Project Bids were received today and the low bidder is Long’s 

Asphalt at a bid of $43,537.73.   

 

A motion was made by Jim Rice, seconded by Ray Garraffa and passed unanimously to award 

the 2020 Paving Project, which includes Coppersmith (top) and Putnam Circle, to the low bidder 

Long’s Asphalt at a bid of $43,537.73.   

 

CONSIDERATION OF REAL ESTATE TAX PENALTY RESOLUTION 2020-3:   The 

Borough Manager stated that the Borough originally enacted an ordinance to extend the base due 

date to a date that would be established by Resolution.  At the May 12, 2020 meeting, Council 

enacted Resolution 2020-2 which was following what the County of Lancaster was going to use 

as their due date.  However, the County of Lancaster changed the due date for taxes to be paid at 

base until November 30, 2020.  It is the Borough Manager’s recommendation that our due date 

match the County of Lancaster’s.  

 

A motion was made by Ray Garraffa, seconded by Dave Dunn and passed unanimously to adopt 

Resolution 2020-3 to extend the real estate tax base due date from June 30 to November 30, 2020 

at which time a 10% penalty will be added, which is following the official action of the County 

of Lancaster.   

 

CONSIDERATION OF EXTENSION OF EMERGENCY DECLARATION 

RESOLUTION 2020-4:   A motion was made by Dale Spaulding, seconded by Jim Rice and 

passed unanimously to adopt Resolution 2020-4 to extend the Declaration of Disaster Emergency 

for COVID-19 for an additional 90 days or until Council rescinds or extends it.   

 

NEW BUSINESS:   
 

AUTHORIZATION OF REFINANCING WATER DEBT, APPROVE ADVERTISING 

OF ORDINANCE, PREPARATION OF PAPERWORK AND THE APPROPRIATE 

SIGNERS:  President Chiodo stated that, according to the Refunding Analysis prepared by 

PFM, refinancing the water debt would result in a net savings of $202,000.    

 

A motion was made by Ray Garraffa, seconded by Bob Bennethum and passed unanimously to 

authorize the refinancing of water debt, approve advertising of ordinance, preparation of 

paperwork, and the appropriate signers.   



 

2020-17 

 

OTHER BUSINESS:   
 

148 EAST MAIN STREET WINDOWS:   The Borough Manager stated that one of the owners 

of 148 East Main Street, Jeremy Peifer, contacted her regarding the enforcement notice for the 

wooden windows that they replaced with vinyl.  The Borough Manager reminded the members 

that there was an incident involving Tom Lainhoff and Jeremy Peifer.  Jeremy Peifer provided a 

quote to the Borough Manager for wooden replacement windows and she forwarded it to Tom 

Lainhoff (HARB Chairman) and Chris Lainhoff to confirm if these were appropriate windows.  

The HARB representatives had concerns regarding the quoted windows’ grids, if the windows 

were made out of wood, and if they are an exact replacement of the original wooden windows 

that were taken out and disposed.   
 

Jeremy Peifer stated to the Borough Manager that they plan to replace all of the windows in the 

building with wooden windows, even though two of the original windows were originally vinyl 

and were allowed to be replaced with vinyl.  Because the original enforcement due date to 

complete the repairs was June 12, 2020, the Borough Manager talked to the Property 

Maintenance Enforcement Officer and he said that we can extend the due date to work with them 

since they are working toward ordering the correct windows.  She and Tom Lainhoff were also 

agreeable to extending the due date.   
 

It was the consensus of the members to assign an alternate HARB contact to work with the 

owners of 148 East Main Street for this project to determine if they are proposing an in-kind 

replacement and if it is not an in-kind replacement that their application would go back to the 

entire HARB Board at a regular meeting for review.   

 
DONATIONS:   The Borough Manager stated that annual donations are normally sent out 

immediately following the May Borough Council meeting but they were not yet sent due to 

unknown funding decreases associated with COVID-19.  The Lancaster County Tax Collection 

Bureau is projecting that we will receive approximately $40,000 less than budgeted this year, but 

they want to wait until after July to provide a better estimate.  The Borough Manager and Police 

Chief, as the Borough’s COVID Team, are recommending delaying mailing out the 2020 

Donations until it is discussed at the August Council meeting.  The Borough Manager will 

contact each of the organizations and provide them with an update.   

 

NEWSLETTER:  The Borough Manager stated that mailing the annual newsletter is being 

delayed this year because organizations weren’t sure what to include for their upcoming events.  

She encouraged members to begin thinking about what article they would like to appear on the 

front page.   

 

CITIZENS’ COMMENTS:  None.   

 

ADJOURNMENT:  A motion was made by Ray Garraffa, seconded by Jim Rice and passed 

unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 7:54 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

Lisa M. Boyd, Borough Manager 


