
 

 

STRASBURG BOROUGH 

SHADE TREE COMMITTEE MINUTES 

January 21, 2021 – 7:30 p.m. 

 

Members present:   Brad Botchlet, Chairman  Curt Reynolds 

Gil Pratt, Vice Chairman   Mary Dresser 

Dale Kaufman 

 

Others present:  Steve Echternach, Borough Manager  

   Kim Rubincam, Secretary  

   

Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m.  

 

Citizens’ Comments:  None 

 

Minutes of November 12, 2020:  On a motion by Curt Reynolds, second by Dale Kaufman, and passed 

unanimously the minutes of November 12, 2020 meeting were approved as presented. 

 

Finance Report:  The 2020 Finance Report was reviewed.  The only discussion was in regards to the 

Borough being a tax exempt entity.  In the future Strasburg Borough will need to be billed directly for 

the trees or will be billed through Miko Lawn & Landscape.  The 2021 beginning finance report was 

reviewed.   

 

Center Square:  Dale Kaufman has cleaned up the square.  He will talk to the Creamery about the  

maintenance of their corner. 

 

Spring Tree Planting:  At this time there are no new requests.  Marketing to promote the program was 

discussed; Kim will add a post to the Borough homepage, advertise on the Borough signboard and 

possibly on the back of the next Quarterly W/S bills. 

 

7.  Unfinished Business: 

 Proposed Changes to the Street Tree Program Requirements – The Borough Manager stated 

that Borough Council has asked him to meet with every board this year to thank each board member, on 

behalf of Borough Council, for their service to the Borough.  He reminded the members that if they ever 

have a need or concern to contact him directly at the office.  He also reminded the members that if they 

are representing the Borough as a Tree Committee member in the community, they should identify 

themselves, notify the office, and conduct public business during the daytime.  He also stated that this 

board historically reorganized annually but it is not required and only needs to reorganize if desired by 

the board.   

 

Steve Echternach gave some history of origins of the committee.  This is one of the oldest committees, 

although it was not called such back then, and was started back in the 1960’s with the Borough giving 

every building lot 2 trees from the local nursery.  When the Shade Tree Committee was officially 

formed it adopted certain rules to be eligible for grants.  Now that most funding comes directly from 

Strasburg Borough we are able to amend the rules to better suit the needs of our community.  Mary 

Dresser suggested requesting a wavier to the policy rather than changing the policy.  Brad Botchlet had 

some grammatical corrections/additions to the proposed changes.  Dale Kaufman, Gil Pratt and Curt 

Reynolds had no issues with the proposed changes.   



 

 

On a motion by Mary Dresser, second by Curt Reynolds, and passed unanimously the proposed changes 

to the Street Tree Program Requirements were approved with the changes discussed.  

 

8.  New Business – Dale and Gil stated they were not happy with the condition of some of the trees 

provided for fall plating and inquired if they would be able to go and handpick trees themselves next 

planting. 

 

9. Citizen Comments – None 

 

10. Adjournment – On motion by Dale Kaufman, second by Curt Reynolds, and passed unanimously to 

adjourn the meeting at 8:15 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Kim Rubincam, Secretary 


