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STRASBURG BOROUGH COUNCIL 

MAY 11, 2021 

MINUTES 

 
Council Members Present: Mike Chiodo    Ray Garraffa 

    Jim Rice   Dale Spaulding 

    Dave Carson   Bob Bennethum  

    David Dunn 
 

Others Present: 

Bruce Ryder, Mayor    John Mroz 

F. Steven Echternach, Borough Manager Mark Magrecki 

Nick Ferretti, Police Chief   John Johnson 

Lynn Commero, Lancaster Newspaper   Joe Duda (via Zoom) 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  Council President Mike Chiodo called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m., 

followed by the salute to the flag.  President Chiodo announced that the meeting is being 

audiotaped and maintained until the minutes are approved.  The Borough Manager took the roll 

call.   

 

REQUESTS TO BE HEARD:   
 Joe Duda – Duda Actuarial Services (via Zoom):  Joe Duda, the Borough’s Actuary, 

was in attendance via Zoom and reviewed the Police and Non-Uniformed Pension Plan Studies 

he prepared.  He stated that most plans, including ours, had significant increases in 2019 and 

2020.  He is recommending that we reduce the plan assumptions to 6.5% interest to anticipate 

modest future gains and recommends we eventually lower the interest rate assumption to 6%.  

He also reported that he completed the COLA paperwork for Steve Echternach.  He is 

recommending all his clients change the COLA date to October so the COLA is calculated and 

deposited with the retiree’s first pay of the year.  This change would need to be made by 

Ordinance.   

 

A motion was made by Ray Garraffa, seconded by David Dunn and passed unanimously to 

change the interest rate assumption for the Police and Non-Uniformed Pension Plans to 6.5%.   

 

MINUTES OF APRIL 13, 2021:  A motion was made by Ray Garraffa and seconded by Jim 

Rice to approve the minutes of the April 13, 2021 meeting as printed. Motion carried with 

members Garraffa, Rice, Spaulding, Carson, Bennethum, and Dunn casting assenting votes. 

Member Chiodo abstained from voting because he was not in attendance for the meeting. 

 

REPORTS:    
 

Mayor – Mayor Ryder had nothing additional to report. 

 

President – President Chiodo thanked Ray Garraffa for running the meeting last month 

as he was unable to attend.  He reported that he attended the Pension Committee meeting and 

that the funds are in good financial shape and the Actuary reported additional information.  
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Manager – The Borough Manager’s report for April 2021 was received and accepted.   

He highlighted that new members need to take the FEMA ICS 700 online class and existing 

members can take it as a refresher.  Each member should send a copy of their certificate to the 

Manager after the class is completed.  The Manager stated that completion of the course affects 

the Borough’s ability to receive federal funds.  He also reported that he received an email 

requesting Borough Council members’ email addresses to which he replied that residents are 

welcome to contact the Borough Manager and he will forward messages to members and it is 

their choice if they want to respond.  He added that Board and Council members names are listed 

on our website and on our newsletter and he discourages members’ use of personal email to 

correspond with the public because it could make all of their emails subject to right-to-know 

requests.  The requestee did not respond to the Borough Manager.   

 

Police – The Police Department’s report for April 2021 was received and accepted.   

 

Public Works – The Public Works report for April 2021 was received and accepted.   

 

Zoning Officer – The Zoning Officer’s report for April 2021 was received and accepted.   

 

Engineer – The Engineer’s report for April 2021 was received and accepted.   

 

CONSENT AGENDA:  A motion was made by David Dunn, seconded by Bob Bennethum and 

passed unanimously to approve the following items on the Consent Agenda:   

 Payment of bills in the amount of $673,162.10 

 Historical Architectural Review Board Certificate of Appropriateness – 106 East Main St 

 Resolution 2021-6, Sale of Personal Property 

 Stormwater Management Plan – 170 West Hillcrest Avenue 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:   
 

Deckman Property:   A motion was made by Jim Rice, seconded by Ray Garraffa and passed 

unanimously to acknowledge the receipt of the Deckman Property Subdivision and Land 

Development time extension letter giving the Borough until July 13, 2021 to consider the plan.   

 

R.A. Stonerook – Strasburg, LLC:   Mark Magrecki with PennTerra Engineering was in 

attendance and reviewed the plan for the project which is now addressed as 505 Historic Drive, 

originally submitted as Lots 8 and 10 Historic Drive.  He stated that they are combining the two 

lots into one 3.38-acre site to construct a 15,000 square foot medical clinic.  The clinic has one 

access point off of Historic Drive through “Drive B” directly into their parking lot which has 110 

spaces.  He stated that the plan was reviewed by the Planning Commission, Tree Committee, 

Borough Solicitor, and Borough Engineer.  He reviewed the two waiver requests and stated that 

Mr. Stonerook signed the conditions for approval that were prepared by the Borough Solicitor.   

 

A motion was made by Jim Rice, seconded by Ray Garraffa and passed unanimously to grant 

waivers of Section 303, Preliminary Plan Application, and Section 602.21, Specific Traffic 

Control and Access Requirements, of the Strasburg Borough Subdivision and Land Development 

Ordinance of 1995, as amended, with regard to the Preliminary/Final Subdivision and Land 

Development Plan Application for R. A. Stonerook-Strasburg, LLC, subject to compliance with  
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the 34 conditions which have been accepted by the Applicant and the Landowner and which are 

incorporated by reference in this Motion. 

 

A motion was made by Ray Garraffa, seconded by Jim Rice and passed unanimously to grant 

conditional approval of the Preliminary/Final Subdivision and Land Development Plan for R. A. 

Stonerook-Strasburg, LLC, subject to compliance with the 34 conditions which have been 

accepted by the Applicant and the property owner of record and which are incorporated by 

reference in this Motion. 

 

A motion was made by Dave Carson, seconded by David Dunn and passed unanimously to 

authorize the President or Vice President of Borough Council to execute and acknowledge, if 

necessary, and that the Borough Secretary be authorized to attest all necessary and appropriate 

documents pertaining to the Preliminary/Final Subdivision and Land Development Plan for R. A. 

Stonerook-Strasburg, LLC upon compliance with the conditions of Plan approval and upon such 

documents being in a form and content acceptable to the Borough Staff, the Borough Engineer, 

and the Borough Solicitor.  I further move that the President or Vice President of Borough 

Council be authorized to execute and acknowledge and that the Borough Secretary be authorized 

to attest the Plan after the conditions of Plan approval have been satisfied and all other 

documents are in an acceptable form and content and have been, to the extent applicable, 

properly recorded.  In the event any dispute or disagreement arises prior to the recording of the 

Preliminary/Final Subdivision and Land Development Plan for R. A. Stonerook-Strasburg, LLC 

between the Applicant or the Property Owner, on the one hand, and the Borough Staff, the 

Borough Engineer and/or the Borough Solicitor, on the other hand, as to the requirements and 

documents pertaining to the Preliminary/Final Subdivision and Land Development Plan 

Application, any issue in dispute or disagreement must be submitted to Borough Council at least 

seven (7) days before a regularly scheduled meeting of Borough Council for resolution by 

Borough Council. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:   
 

Debt Management Policy:   The Borough Manager stated that having a debt management 

policy brought up every time there is a bond refinance so Mayor Ryder undertook the task of 

modifying policy examples into the presented draft.  This draft has been reviewed by the 

Borough Manager, our bond underwriting organization, and the Council President.  It was the 

consensus of the members to authorize the Borough Manager to prepare a resolution to consider 

adopting the policy at the June meeting.   

 

OTHER BUSINESS:  Bob Bennethum stated that he is concerned with pedestrian safety at the 

Main/Miller/Lancaster Avenue intersection from people crossing to get to the ice cream shop.  

The Police Chief will review this matter with the Safety Committee.   

 

CITIZENS’ COMMENTS:  None.   

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION – Police Contract Negotiation:   At 7:43 p.m., Mike Chiodo 

adjourned the regular meeting into an Executive Session for Police Contract Negotiations.  The 

regular meeting was reconvened at 8:08 p.m. at which time no official action was taken. 
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ADJOURNMENT:  A motion was made by Ray Garraffa, seconded by David Dunn and passed 

unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 8:08 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

F. Steven Echternach 

Borough Manager 


