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HISTORICAL ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD 

MINUTES 

TUESDAY, JUNE 1, 2021 

           

Members Present:   Tom Lainhoff   Steve VanOrmer  

   Lori Troiano   Dale Kaufman 

   Chris Lainhoff (7:35 p.m.) 

 

Others Present:    Christine Shipman, Admin. Asst. Justin Miller 

   Chad Snyder 

 

Call to Order and Pledge to the Flag:  The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by 

Chairman Tom Lainhoff, followed by the salute to the flag.    

 

Chairman Lainhoff announced that the meeting is being audiotaped and maintained until the 

minutes are approved and that the HARB recommendations from this meeting will be voted on at 

the next Borough Council meeting that is scheduled for June 8, 2021.  Len Ferber and Ryan 

Weaver contacted the office prior to the meeting to advise that they were not able to attend.   

 

Public Comment:  Chad Snyder commended Strasburg for a very nice Memorial Day Parade 

and congratulated the town for making the front page of today’s newspaper.   

 

Minutes of May 4, 2021:   A motion was made by Dale Kaufman, seconded by Lori Troiano 

and passed unanimously to approve the minutes of the May 4, 2021 meeting as printed.  

 

30 West Main Street – Porch follow-up from Permit 2020-56:   Justin Miller was in 

attendance and stated that they are still working on restoring their front porch and that the prices 

he received to replace the top and bottom rails was $1,800 and each spindle is $37 from GR 

Mitchell.  He added that his wife had reached out to 4-5 contractors and she did not hear back 

from them and their income was affected working during the Covid shutdowns.  

 

Steve VanOrmer stated that he will provide them with some other vendor’s contact information 

and he believes their cost will be half of what they were already quoted.   

 

Mr. Miller stated that he does have over 50% of the original materials from when he removed the 

porch and that he only threw away what was not salvageable.  Tom Lainhoff described how he 

could strip the paint from the original materials to reuse them, which would save a lot of money, 

and added that the original materials are made of better quality wood than is available today.  

Steve VanOrmer offered to assist Mr. Miller by showing him how to restore the original pieces 

and how to recreate the remaining pieces.  Mr. Miller brought in original pieces from his porch 

for the board to view and it was stated that they are in very good condition.   

 

Tom Lainhoff stated that the owners can show a good faith effort by restoring the original 

materials they have and begin to put those sections back on the porch.   

 

A motion was made by Chris Lainhoff, seconded by Dale Kaufman and passed unanimously to 

recommend Borough Council accept the application of Justin and Christa Miller, owners of 30 

West Main Street, to renew the motion from Permit 2020-56 to restore the porch railing back to 
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the condition it was before they removed it, noting that they are to retain the original elements 

that they have from the original porch and repair them and replicate the missing elements to 

match the old in design, color, texture, and other visual qualities, with the caveat that the work 

has to be completed by showing a good faith effort and if the work is not completed in six 

months that the applicants will come back to a HARB meeting to review the progress, noting that 

the members will offer their assistances on resources to assist the owners so the project can be as 

cost efficient as possible, which is in accordance with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards 

for Rehabilitation 36 CFR 67 Standard Numbers 5 and 6. 

  

11 South Decatur Street – Bachman Snyder painted directional sign on building:   Chad 

Snyder, representing Bachman Snyder Funeral Home, was in attendance and reviewed the 

application that was signed by the owner of 11 South Decatur Street, for a painted parking 

directional sign on the building.  He stated that people coming to the funeral home do not know 

where to park and that is why they are proposing this sign.  He added that there was previously a 

painted sign on the building and provided a photograph showing the faded paint on the building.  

They are proposing to use Two Dudes Painting to paint the sign and stated that they have painted 

several signs on buildings, including brick buildings.  He stated that the painters were planning 

to incorporate the electric meter conduits into the painting.  He also stated that the word parking 

and the arrow shown on their drawing would actually be painted white and not yellow.   

 

Chris Lainhoff stated that in 2016, HARB approved for the tenant at 17 West Main Street to 

install a matte vinyl sign that was applied to the bricks and stated that it looked very good.  He 

provided Mr. Snyder with the vendor contact information and stated that they could consider this 

as an alternative.  Mr. Snyder was appreciative of the information and stated they would research 

this option.   

 

A motion was made by Chris Lainhoff, seconded by Dale Kaufman and passed unanimously to 

recommend Borough Council accept the application of Bob Bachman, owner of 11 South 

Decatur Street, to allow Bachman Snyder Funeral Home to either paint a directional sign on the 

building as submitted or to install a vinyl printed sign on the brick wall where the historic sign 

had been previously, approving the drawing as submitted with the word “parking” and the arrow 

to be white as stated by the applicant, which is in accordance with the Secretary of the Interior’s 

Standards for Rehabilitation 36 CFR 67 Standard Number 9. 

 

Other Business:  Tom Lainhoff stated that two Son’s Ice Cream signs are flashing and asked for 

this complaint to be forwarded to the appropriate person.   

 

Public Comment:   None.  

 

Adjournment:  A motion was made by Dale Kaufman, seconded by Lori Troiano and passed 

unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 8:45 p.m.   

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Christine D. Shipman 

Administrative Assistant 


