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HISTORICAL ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD 

MINUTES 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 3, 2021 

           

Members Present:   Tom Lainhoff   Len Ferber  

Dale Kaufman   Ryan Weaver   

   Chris Lainhoff (7:35 p.m.) 

 

Others Present:    Christine Shipman, Admin. Asst. Jim & Judy Spahr 

   Jordan Spahr & Mau Langone 

 

Call to Order and Pledge to the Flag:  The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by 

Chairman Tom Lainhoff, followed by the salute to the flag.    

 

Chairman Lainhoff announced that the meeting is being audiotaped and maintained until the 

minutes are approved and that the HARB recommendations from this meeting will be voted on at 

the next Borough Council meeting that is scheduled for August 10, 2021.  Lori Troiano and 

Steve VanOrmer contacted the office prior to the meeting to advise that they were not able to 

attend.   

 

Public Comment:  None.   

 

Minutes of June 1, 2021:   A motion was made by Len Ferber, seconded by Ryan Weaver and 

passed unanimously to approve the minutes of the June 1, 2021 meeting as printed.  

 

206 West Main Street – Replace porch posts and wrap porch header:   Jim and Judy Spahr, 

owners of 206 West Main Street, were in attendance with their grandson, Jordan Spahr and his 

fiancée, Mau Langone.  Jordan and Mau are renting the property and have been completing the 

improvements to the property.  They obtained an in-kind permit and replaced the tongue and 

groove porch floor.  During that in-kind work they found that the porch posts needed attention 

and wanted to get the work done when they had time and didn’t realize that the work wouldn’t be 

covered under their permit because the posts were aluminum and weren’t original to the 1917 

construction of the home.  Jordan Spahr stated that he boxed around the existing aluminum posts 

with wood.   

 

Tom Lainhoff stated that they should have contacted the office and applied to come to a HARB 

meeting to discuss the project before doing the work and stated that the large square wooden 

posts they installed do not look like the posts that were there previously.  He added that fluted 

round porch posts are normally found on this type of brick foursquare house.   

 

Jordan Spahr asked if there were any historical pictures of the property to show what style of 

posts were originally on the house?  Chris Lainhoff stated that he had already looked and was not 

able to find any historical photos of the house.  

 

Chris Lainhoff cited three porch post examples on local brick foursquare houses: 

1. 201 West Main Street has lower half stone pillars with an upper half aluminum round 

fluted porch posts.  This property also has a partial wooden round porch post next to 

the house.   
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2. 336 Miller Street has round wooden porch posts.   

3. 213 West Main has lower half stone pillars and wooden round upper half pillars.   

 

Tom Lainhoff stated that there are many other examples of foursquare buildings between 

Strasburg and Willow Street.   

 

Chris Lainhoff stated that the Board needs to be fair and equal to all residents.  He also stated 

that the Department of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation’s restoration section states to 

look at local examples if specific historical data is not available.   

 

Tom Lainhoff stated that he believed the boxed in pillars they installed are too large and stated 

that lumber suppliers sell fluted round wooden posts.   

 

Several of the members complimented them on the good work they did on the in-kind porch 

floor replacement.   

 

Jordan Spahr stated that the skirt under the porch is an in-kind wooden replacement that they 

painted white.  He also stated that he could make the porch header out of wood.   

 

Ryan Weaver stated that he believed the scale of the porch posts is not appropriate, that round 

columns would have been most appropriate, but noted that the aluminum posts that they replaced 

were not the original posts on the home.   

 

Len Ferber asked if the applicants would be agreeable to HARB tabling the application to allow 

him to do additional research on the posts of other foursquare houses.  James and Judy Spahr 

were agreeable to the application being tabled but stated that they are unable to attend the 

September 7, 2021 meeting and that Jordan Spahr and Mau Langone would attend to represent 

their application.   

 

Len Ferber made a motion, seconded by Dale Kaufman and passed unanimously to table the 

application of James and Judy Spahr, owners of 206 West Main Street, to replace the porch posts 

and wrap the porch header until a future meeting to allow the members to research posts of other 

foursquare houses.   

 

Tom Lainhoff and Chris Lainhoff stated that they would excuse themselves from the next 

application because they are the contractors for the owners.  Tom Lainhoff turned the chair over 

to the Vice-Chair, Len Ferber.   

 

101 East Main Street – Replace porch railings with ones that are more appropriate to 

original construction of the house:  Chris Lainhoff, representing Don Harden, was in 

attendance and reviewed the application to replace the existing porch railings with ones that are 

more appropriate to the original construction of the house (c.1800).  He stated that the current 

railings and posts are 20th century replacements of the railings that were installed as part of the 

Victorian remodel of the house in the late 19th century.  They are proposing horizontal wooden 

railings similar to those on the back porch of 27 East Main Street (1758) as well as the log House 

Farm on Strasburg Pike (c. 1798).  They submitted two versions of the proposed railing and the 

members reviewed each drawing.  Chris Lainhoff stated that the railings would be made of wood 
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and painted white to match the house trim and stated that there is local precedent for both 

versions.   

 

A motion was made by Dale Kaufman and seconded by Ryan Weaver to recommend Borough 

Council approve the application of Don Harden, owner of 101 East Main Street, to replace the 

porch railings with ones that are more appropriate to the original construction of the house and to 

allow either Version 1 or Version 2 as submitted, which will be made of wood and painted white 

to match the house trim, which is in accordance with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 

Rehabilitation 36 CFR 67 Standard Number 9.  Motion carried with members Ferber, Kaufman, 

and Weaver casting assenting votes.  Members Tom Lainhoff and Chris Lainhoff abstained from 

voting because they are the contractors for the project.   

 

Len Ferber turned the chair back to Tom Lainhoff.   

 

10 Miller Street – Replace fence:  Chris Lainhoff, representing Steve VanOrmer, was in 

attendance and reviewed the application to replace the existing fence with the fence as submitted.  

It was noted that the fence is not very visible from Miller Street.   

 

A motion was made by Len Ferber, seconded by Ryan Weaver and passed unanimously to 

recommend Borough Council approve the application of Steve VanOrmer, owner of 10 Miller 

Street, to replace the existing wooden fence with the wooden fence as submitted, which is in 

accordance with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation 36 CFR 67 Standard 

Number 9. 

 

Other Business:  Dale Kaufman stated that there are some properties in town that need to be 

painted.  He will prepare a list and provide it to the Borough Manager.   

 

Public Comment:   None.  

 

Adjournment:  A motion was made by Len Ferber, seconded by Ryan Weaver and passed 

unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 8:45 p.m.   

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Christine D. Shipman 

Administrative Assistant 


