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HISTORICAL ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD 

MINUTES 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2021 

           

Members Present:   Tom Lainhoff   Lori Troiano 

   Ryan Weaver   Steve VanOrmer 

   Dale Kaufman   Chris Lainhoff 

 

Others Present:    Christine Shipman, Admin. Asst. Dave Rineer 

   Eldon Stoltzfus   Bob Bronkema 

   Brandon Stoltzfus   Terry Sweigart 

   Tony D’Alessandro 

 

Call to Order and Pledge to the Flag:  The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by 

Chairman Tom Lainhoff, followed by the salute to the flag.    

 

Chairman Lainhoff announced that the meeting is being audiotaped and maintained until the 

minutes are approved and that the HARB recommendations from this meeting will be voted on at 

the next Borough Council meeting that is scheduled for November 9, 2021.  Len Ferber 

contacted the office prior to the meeting to advise that he was not able to attend.   

 

Public Comment:  None.   

 

Consider a motion to approve the minutes of October 5, 2021:   A motion was made by Lori 

Troiano, seconded by Steve VanOrmer and passed unanimously to approve the minutes of the 

October 5, 2021 meeting as printed.  

 

Consider a motion regarding the application for 8 East Main Street for exhaust fans for 

hood:  Eldon Stoltzfus and Brandon Stoltzfus, representing the owner 8 East Main Street LLC, 

were in attendance for the application to install exhaust fans for the hood that were installed for 

Spring House Brewing on the side of the property along the alley.  Eldon Stoltzfus stated that he 

had designated for the fan system to come out where the old doorway was on the side but the 

system installers stated they could not go through that area and they put the fan through the brick 

wall when he was not present.  He added that he was unhappy with its placement but the project 

was finished and there was nothing he could do.  He also stated that the fan could not be run out 

the back of the building because there is an old fireplace that would have made it difficult to run 

the exhaust through that area.   

 

Steve VanOrmer stated that the exhaust fans look the same as the fans that are on the other side 

of the alley for Pizza City and added that Pizza City’s side also has an overflowing dumpster.  

He also asked if the equipment could be painted a brick color to reduce its visibility.   

 

Eldon Stoltzfus stated that the equipment belongs to Spring House Brewing and he cannot speak 

for them to authorize it being painted.  He also stated that he was not in favor of the motion 

being tabled to allow him to talk to his tenant because he did not want to come back to another 

meeting.   
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Chris Lainhoff stated that the exhaust fans should be relocated and added that this is the fourth 

restaurant to go in Strasburg’s Historic District in the last 15 years and all other exhaust hoods 

are not visible from the cartway.  He also stated that the hood at the Spring House Brewing in 

Lancaster City does not come out the side of that building and is not visible from the cartway.   

 

Lori Troiano suggested that the hood system and propane tanks be placed on a brick pad.  Eldon 

Stoltzfus stated that he is going to mulch that area in the Spring and the blocks will not be 

visible.   

 

Dale Kaufman stated that 8-10 East Main Street project was well designed, had quality 

workmanship, and rectified an eyesore building.  He asked if lattice screening could be installed 

to block the view of the exhaust fan system. 

 

Eldon Stoltzfus stated that the post office advised him that he will have to put the mailboxes on 

the side of the building (they will not permit them to be on the rear of the building) so he needs 

to leave an open space for the mailboxes.  He asked if the mailboxes would need to be reviewed 

by HARB.  Tom Lainhoff stated that the Borough made the decision about a year ago that 

mailboxes do not need HARB approval.   

 

Tom Lainhoff stated that the work done to the building up to this point has been good except for 

the recent repointing had mortar slopped on the bricks and was not done carefully and they 

installed this fan system without a permit.   

 

A motion was made by Dale Kaufman and seconded by Ryan Weaver to recommend Borough 

Council approve the application of 8 East Main Street LLC, owners of 8 East Main Street, to 

approve the installation of the exhaust fans for the hood as applied, which is in accordance with 

the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation 36 CFR 67 Standard Number 9.  

Members Kaufman, VanOrmer, and Weaver cast assenting votes.  Members Chris Lainhoff, 

Troiano, and Tom Lainhoff cast dissenting votes.  Motion resulted in a tie vote.  Chairman 

Lainhoff stated that since HARB is a recommending body, the decision should come from 

Borough Council.   

 

Steve VanOrmer suggested the applicant consider painting the shiny stainless steel fan systems.   

Tom Lainhoff stated that he believes the property owner has good aesthetic judgment and trusts 

that when he can he will do the right thing.   

 

Consider a motion regarding the application for 214 Miller Street for an addition:  A 

representative for this application was not in attendance. 

 

A motion was made by Chris Lainhoff, seconded by Lori Troiano and passed unanimously to 

table the application of 214 Miller Street for an addition because there was no one in attendance 

to represent the application.   

 

Consider a motion regarding the application for 121 South Decatur Street for demolition:   

Dave Rineer, Bob Bronkema, and Terry Sweigart were in attendance for this application.   
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Tom Lainhoff stated that 121 South Decatur Street was built 225 years ago and is one of eight 

historic one-story buildings that were built in Strasburg and is one of two that survive today.  He 

stated that the building has not been treated well with its life.   

 

Chris Lainhoff stated that the date and structure type (brick building) are shown on the property 

deed.  He stated that he reviewed the documentation provided by the applicant and added that the 

floor joists can be repaired and noted that other buildings in much worse condition in the 

Borough have been rehabilitated and saved.   

 

Chris Lainhoff asked the representatives in attendance how they could most be benefitted by the 

house and property.  Terry Sweigart stated that it is more financially beneficial for the church to 

sell the house and property but their long-term strategic plan is to keep the land for possible 

future space for the church to expand and want to own the entire frontage to the corner.  Chris 

Lainhoff stated that there are currently two other historic structures on the frontage between the 

church’s property and the corner of Funk Street.  

 

Terry Sweigart stated that their search showed that the house was brick and old but did not know 

that it was historically and architecturally significant.  Chris Lainhoff stated that 121 South 

Decatur Street used to consist of the house and approximately ¾ of an acre but the church 

purchased the property and subdivided the lot in 2013 to use the back portion of the land for their 

parking lot.  The remaining land with 121 South Decatur’s house is approximately .08 acres.   

 

Chris Lainhoff also stated that in the last 100 years, the church has demolished five houses to 

build what is now their parking lot.  He added that the permits to demolish those properties were 

issued prior to the establishment of the Historic District.  He also stated that this application is to 

demolish a sixth property and Mr. Sweigart talked about using the land for future expansion and 

noted that there is another historic house, 119 South Decatur Street, sits between the existing 

church property and the property at 121 South Decatur Street that they are applying to demolish.   

The third property between the church and the corner, 127 South Decatur Street, is not currently 

owned by the church.  He added that he is concerned with the lack of maintenance to the 

property and stated that the downspout is not properly connected to carry the water away from 

the foundation and that is why water is getting in the basement.  He also stated that property 

owners are responsible to maintain their properties.   

 

Bob Bronkema stated that there is no plan to demolish the property at 119 South Decatur Street 

while he is with the church.   

 

Dave Rineer stated they are proposing to keep 119 South Decatur and demolish 121 South 

Decatur Street because 119 South Decatur’s roof is in better condition, water doesn’t get in the 

basement of this property like it does at 121, 119 South Decatur is historically-significant, and 

the interior of 119 is in better shape.  He added that when the church purchased 121 South 

Decatur, the previous owners were granted lifetime rights to stay and they wanted privacy and 

the church was not permitted to gain entry.   

 

Chris Lainhoff stated that he believes it would be best for the church to sell the house to someone 

who would be willing to make the necessary repairs.  He added that the town would be missing a 

historic structure if it were to be demolished and the area does not need more greenspace.  He 
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also stated that, based on what was said earlier in the meeting, that the church would apply in the 

future to demolish other houses along South Decatur Street.   

 

Tom Lainhoff stated that the property owners need to inspect 119 South Decatur Street and do 

some necessary maintenance to preserve it, adding that he is concerned that the aluminum siding 

could be covering up possible termite damage.  He added that Strasburg has a high survival rate 

of historic buildings and each building is part of the whole Historic District.   

 

Lori Troiano questioned the quote provided by Metzler Home Builders.  Dave Rineer stated that 

the one quote is for the minor repairs that are necessary to make the structure habitable.   

 

Tom Lainhoff relayed a comment provided by Len Ferber, who is a real estate broker and 

appraiser, stating that the provided $100,000 value of the property is low.  Dave Rineer stated 

that the value was an estimate and not an appraisal.   

 

Dave Rineer stated that they looked at this application from a different set of values from HARB.  

Bob Bronkema stated that the church feels they can provide a better value to community by 

having open space and to possibly do mission ministry in that area.   

 

Dave Rineer stated that HARB had permitted a demolition on Miller Street.  Chris Lainhoff 

stated the only demolition that was approved by HARB was for a cinder block outbuilding that 

was a head building for a greenhouse that was behind a house at 211 Miller Street by a previous 

owner.   

 

Dale Kaufman stated that he believes the church benefitted from the properties by subdividing 

and using the land off the back and for him he would have liked to see what the proposed plan is 

for the property. Terry Sweigart stated that there is no proposed plan for using the property 

because it is being retained for a possible future use.   

 

Chris Lainhoff stated that he believed the best benefit to the town and service to the community 

is for the church to preserve the house at 121 South Decatur Street and sell it to someone who 

can restore it.  Tony D’Alessandro stated that he wishes this building would have been available 

when Strasburg Preservation Inc. was restoring buildings in Strasburg Borough.   

 

Chris Lainhoff provided a written detailed history of the property and a rendering showing what 

the building could look like if restored.  The documentation was provided to the applicant prior 

to the meeting and was reviewed and discussed.   

 

A motion was made by Chris Lainhoff, seconded by Lori Troiano and passed unanimously to 

recommend Borough Council deny the application of the First Presbyterian Church of Strasburg 

to demolish the house at 121 South Decatur Street, which is in accordance with the Secretary of 

the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation 36 CFR 67 Standard Numbers 2 and 6.   

 

Bob Bronkema stated that he appreciates HARB’s work.   

 

Other Business:  Tom Lainhoff briefly explained the photos provided regarding 49 East Main 

Street and stated that he will discuss this with the Borough Manager and bring it to the next 

meeting for discussion if necessary.   
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Public Comment:   None.  

 

Adjournment:  A motion was made by Chris Lainhoff, seconded by Dale Kaufman and passed 

unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 9:45 p.m.   

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Christine D. Shipman 

Administrative Assistant 


